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A Study on Korean Literature in the Former Soviet Union

: Focusing on the Development Process and Aspects of Poetry
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Abstract

A Study on Korean Literature
in the Former Soviet Union

Focusing on the Development and Aspects of Poetry

Kim, Nak-Hyeon | Chung-Ang University

This paper explores the formation and evolution of Korean
literature in the former Soviet Union, with a focus on its poetic
development, themes, and significance. Initiated by Jo Myeong-
hee and mediated through platforms such as Seonbong and
Lenin Gichi, Korean literature reflected the historical trajectory
of the Korean diaspora. Key poetic themes ranged from socialist
idealism and national liberation to assimilation and personal
lyricism. Despite difficult conditions—such as limited publishing
opportunities and a decline in Korean-language writers—the
literature persisted and evolved. As an expression of Korean identity
abroad, it belongs within the scope of national literature and

warrants further study alongside early North Korean literature.

Keywords Korean literature, former Soviet Union, Seonbong, Lenin Gichi, socialist
idealism, national liberation, assimilation, lyricism, national literature, North
Korean literature
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