F=22432 | THE JOURNAL OF KOREAN STUDIES | 19 | 202506 158

https://doi.org/10.23073/riks.2025..19.013

A WA FEAIA 25}
F7h22|2] A G| d Rt

Reimagining Military Cities
: Confucian Ethics and the Shift from Control to Communal Harmony
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Abstract

Reimagining Military Cities

Confucian Ethics and the Shift from Control to Communal Harmony

Jung, Du-Ho | Gyeongsang National University

This article examines how Confucian ethical values can be
applied to the peaceful transformation of military culture cities.
Rather than viewing military order and Confucian harmony
as inherently oppositional, it highlights their potential for a
complementary relationship. By reinterpreting military heritage
through a Confucian lens, the study secks to reconstruct the
identity of military culture cities in a way that is peaceful, inclusive,
and sustainable. Confucian ideals of peace offer a valuable ethical
foundation for softening the coercive and hierarchical dimensions of
military structures, enabling a transition toward more participatory
and respectful civic cultures,

Key strategies include the reinterpretation of military legacies,
the creation of public spaces inspired by the ideal of the Great Unity
(CK[E)iAEr), the revitalization of communal consciousness through
ethical education, the transformation of military ceremonies into
peace-oriented festivals, and the application of the principle of
“harmony without uniformity” (FlIfii4~[a]). These approaches
facilitate not only physical regeneration but also ethical and cultural
renewal, ultimately contributing to a reimagining of urban identity

and the strengthening of shared communal values.

Keywords Transformation of Military Culture Cities, Confucian Philosophy, Peaceful
Coexistence, Great Unity (X RITLE), Harmony without Uniformity (R0
RR)
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