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Abstract
The Formation and the Structure of Silla’s Gun-Hyeons
in North Han River Valley / Park Sung Hyun*

This paper aims to examine the structure of Silla’s gun-hyeons (E[E%, local
administrative unit) in North Han River valley and to solve the problems
about the formation processes of Silla’s gun-hyeon system. There were 1 ju
(M), 7 guns (EF), and 11 hyeons (%) in the valley. The locations of them
can be traced and the territories of them can be set by the small valleys of
the main stream and branches of North Han River.

The local administrative system of mid-old Silla (514-654) was gun and
seong (3%, fortress) system. There are some disputes on the translation into
gun-hyeon system of unified Silla (668-935). Silla took 10 guns in the valley
of North Han River and the neighboring area from Koguryo in 551. In the
center place of unified Silla’s gun-hyeon, a fortress which was constructed in
the mid-old Silla period has been discovered. Gun was territorial but seong
was a base point. Seongs in a gun changed into a gun and a few hyeons.
Each of them divided the territory of the old gun.

There were two main road in the valley. One is from west to east along
the river and the other is from south to north across the valleys. Silla made
a Sak-ju (¥#HJM) provine along the south-north road because the capital was
located in the south east part of the state. Gun-hyeons of Sak-ju were
arranged along the two roads and the administrative center of Sak-ju was
located in the cross point. The water system of North Han River could be

used to transport grain. In the center place of unified Silla’s gun-hyeon, a

* Researcher, Institute of Korean Studies, Yonsei University / pshkh98@nate.com
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seong was remained and chons (F, village) were distributed in the territory.
The function of the fortress in the unified Silla period is a matter in dispute.

It can be clarified if the sites of fortresses and villages are more discovered

and excavated.

[Key words] Silla, gun-hyeon system (EBEAE), seong (i, fortress), North
Han River valley, Sak-ju (¥
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