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Abstract
Do-gok Uy-hyun Lee's Theory of Defending Neo-Confucianism
/ Jeon Byoung Ok*

This article deals with Do-Gok Uy-hyun Lee(1669-1745)'s theory of defending
Neo-Confucianism. Do-gok was a key figure representing Noron(Z£Zf) in
politics, as well as a quite literary stylist in Tang-Song Gomunpa(J# K R)
in his era. Although he was not a leader of his party-Noron Nakron, Do-gok
made an avowal of Noron's UyliFH) by writing numerous Shindaobimyoung
(IMSERSY), Myozimyoung(Z5644%), and the like, which contained his evaluation
of Noron's leading figures of the time. In his literary writing, he wrote both
verse and prose evenly, but more importantly, he mostly wrote Manshi( i)
and Biziliu(fZE5H), which dealt with Noron's figures. He asserted that
Zhuziwenzi( RT3 H) should be treated as a paragon in literature, and thus
faithfully represented Noron's standpoint which rated Zhuzi(4AF) more highly
than that of shaoron(ZJi).

The existing research of Do-gok tends to focus on his literary theory,
shedding light on that he openly ranged over an extensive writing styles while
he succeeded to Zhuzi's literary theory. According to these researches, it is
considered that he acknowledged the merit of Mun(3) independently, while he
tried to reconcile Dao(3E) with Mun. In this context, some researchers claimed
that the characteristic of Do-gok's literary theory is his effort to reconcile Dao
with  Mun, whereas others maintained that these two elements-his
acknowledgement of independent merit of 3 and his attempt to reconcile Dao

with Mun-were combined contradictorily. Despite this difference, they generally

* Lecturer of Korea University / weiwozai(@korea.ac.kr
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see Zhuzi's literary theory as the essential feature of Do-gok's theory. That is,
basically, Do-gok's literary theory, having extensive openness, was based on
Zhuzi's theory.

However, I believe that the starting point of Do-gok's literary theory was not
that of Zhuzi. Rather, he mainly read irrelevant text books to Dao such as
Hanshu({£2), Zhuangzi(ii-7), and the like, when he started to take his
literary training. He cultivated his literary ability through these books, not
through SiShu-SanJing(JUEE=#%), or Zhuz's other works. Although it is true
that Do-gok referred to Zhuzi-Daquan(Z&FK4) as the basic, indispensible
source of sentences, it does not mean that he took his literary training through
Zhuzi-Daquan. Instead, I think, it only shows his regret late in his life, which
he was misguided with his literary training. Do-gok maintained that Zhuzixue
(A£TF%EYH must be protected from attacks of heresy, but it is not because he
thoroughly studied Zhuzi's theory, but because he strongly intended to defend
Noron's Uyli(FEFE) in politics. In other words, he did not consider Zhuzi's
philosophy or literary theory as perfect ones theoretically as well as aesthetically.
In brief, the primary characteristic of Do-gok's literary theory is that he tried to

represent Noron's Uyli by his sentences and literary theory.

[Key words] Do-Gok, Lee Uy-Hyon, Neo-Confucianism, TangSong-Gumun,
Noron, Uyli
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