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Abstract
Historical Transition of the theory of Cheon-gi( Ki#s%) and Reargument
about the concept of Simplicity(FIE) of NongAm(/Z48 / Lee Hoon*

This study examines the existing research and issues on the theory of
Cheon-gi(KH##), summarizes all the aspects of historical transition of that
theory to the NongAm(E i) Kim Chang-hyeop(4rEi17), and reargues the
origin and meaning of the term—simplicity(’KIE)—appeared in NongAm’s
Cheon-gi theory. As a result, it shows that had occurred three-stage transition
in Cheon-gi theory, from Neo-Confucianists(/FFEELE) in the late Goryeo(/)
BE) and the early Chosun(#iff) dynasty to Heo Gyun(F#) and Jang Yoo
(HE), and to NongAm. It also reveals, NongAm’s simplicity was
reconstructed on the basis of orthodox confucianism(ffz%) rather than just
accepting Jang Yoo’s ‘truthfulness(i&)’. It may be summarized as follows.

First, Cheon-gi as ‘a pure-good human nature’, used by Neo-Confucianists
in the late Goryeo and the early Chosun dynasty, is reinterpreted into
Chuang-tzu(ifF)’s Cheon-gi as inaction nature(BEE %) from a perspective
of enlightenment theory(Z{{t:E®) of Zhu Xi’s thought(ﬁi?Jgf%f). And it does
not contain the concept of archaism(#fry) and anti-archaism(J#Es). So I
denominate it as a ‘Neo-Confucianism Cheon-gi theory’.

Second, the term ‘Cheon-gi’ established by Heo Gyun and Jang Yoo is
close to inaction nature in TaoismGEZR). In the Strict sense, two dimensional
transition of that term might be returned to the original concept-Chuang-tzu’s
one. In addition, inaction nature in their Cheon-gi theory could be regarded

as anti-imitation( SUf%H5E) but could not be set up as anti-archaism. I quote

* Lecturer of Kangwon Univ. / 1h8329(@hanmail.net
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“Chuang-tzu’s Cheon-gi theory” derived from previous studies.

Third, it is illuminating that the term of simplicity expressed by NongAm
is parallel to the meaning of Li Bai(ZFH)’s rGuFeng(EEk) 1, therefore,
reasonable conclude that a structure is formed : Simplicity(RIE) = DaYa(k
) = Rightness(1F). So NongAm’s simplicity contains the meaning of
Seongjeong-ji-ieong(PE[F 2 1) of Zhu Xi. And the base of NongAm’s poetics
have a tendency to away from archaism prevailing in those days, and collect
benefits of Tang Song’s Poetry(JE 5 FF). In brief, this study reconfirms that
NongAm’s Cheon-gi theory has an intention of anti-archaism, integrating
Seongjeong-ji-jeong pursued by Zhu Xi’s enlightenment theory with
Seongjeong-ji-jin(PE[#,Z ) sought by Heo Gyun and Jang Yoo. In that
respect, I denominate NongAm’s Cheon-gi theory as ‘Anti-archaisme Cheon-gi

theory’.

[Key words] the theory of Cheon-gi(RKHHi), archaism(#Er),
anti-archaism(J<#E ), Seongjeong-ji-jeong(1h:1% .2 1E),
Seongjeong-ji-jin(Jf:(f 2 B, Simplicity(KIE.)

39 ;49 289, A : 69 4, AAIHY : 6 129




