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Abstract
A Study of Dasan’s Views on Classical Studies
through analyzing ‘Mengja-yoeui( 't 7-5F1)" | Kim _Joyoung

This paper tries to deepen our understanding the viewpoint of Dasan Jeong Yak-yo
ng in Classical studies, who has been known as Sirhak Scholars(E{EEE) in the late Jos
eon dynasty, through the lens of ‘Mangja-youi'(Key points of Mencius, " :3%,).
The analysis of this paper is conducted based on nine issues which have been raised in
‘Jachanmyojimyoung’(Self-Written Epitaph, " EHBEERES ).

Dasan left more than five hundred journals, which were collectively published in 19
38, with the name of ‘Yeoyoudangjunseo'(The collective works of Dasan, "HLAg4 2
1). In particular, ‘Mangja-youi'(" #i 7 3%s) is one of the most important journals in
PEURE 23%; in the sense that it is possible to infer Dasan’s viewpoint on Mencius
via his own interpretation. (introduces several scholars’ comments on 153 selected state
ments from Mencius and particularly reveals Dasan’s viewpoint by annotating his own
interpretation.)

Additionally, ‘Jachanmyojimyoung’ (" H1#52558% ), which is one of Dansan’s latest
writings written in the period of completing his voluminous work, suggests nine impor
tant frameworks that could be critical in understanding Mencius. Therefore, this paper
aims to understand (a) the conception of Dasan in Classic studies, and (b) the distinctiv
e feature and implications of his standpoint to the present day through the study of
‘Mangja-youi' (" # T 57%1) from the framework introduced in ‘Jachanmyojimyoung’("
SEESTETSC )

The nine important analytical frameworks suggested in ‘Jachanmyojimyoung’(" F 2
FE5ES% ) are the following: (1) the positive verification about feudal tenures of both a
kingdom of ten thousand chariots and a kingdom of one thousand chariots suggested b
y Zhu Xi (2) the meaning of ‘He who does not like killing men’ (3) difference betwee
n Xia and Shang dynasty in regard to the Well-field system (4) the relation between
the haoran zhi gi(vast, overflowing qi), morality and justice (5) the establishment of ne
w theory about human nature insisting that it is more like ‘preference’ not identical wi
th Principle (6) How to define 'Original Nature(4<352 1) and "Physical nature(/Z
2B (7) the meaning of ‘All things are already complete in us' (8) Address an issue

* Ph.D.Candidate, Kongju National University / kkim1122(@daum.net
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of Mencius being dependent on principle(®) rather than qiGR) while explaining huma
n nature (9) the relation between the matter of clarity or murkiness of one’s qgi and iss
ues of good and evil etc.

Dasan’s answers for these nine topics illustrated in ‘Mangja-youi’ (" #i - %i3,) revea
I that his approach in comprehending Mencius is more practical and rational rather tha
n ideological. The evidences for this conclusion are that (a) he uses mathematical meas
ure in order to criticize the “feudal tenure system of a kingdom of ten thousand chario
ts and a kingdom of thousand chariots” insisted by Zhu Xi, (b) he argues to adopt a
comprehensive analytical approach to thoroughly understand Mencius by explaining the
implication of the statement ‘He who does not like killing men’, (c) he insists the imp
ortance of keeping the objective and critical stance in understanding Mencius (and fro
m the comparison with other Classics in order to verify the well-field system of Xia an
d Shang dynasty so that being objective rather than passive in regard to understanding
Mecius), (d) he tries to be as precise as possible in defining the philosophical terminolo
gy such as F(justice)-and 3H(morality) in order to correctly understand the true intenti
on of Mencius, (e) he suggests a new theory of human nature different from that of Z
hu Xi and his followers, (f) he sheds light on the key idea of Confusion (Doctrine that
of all-pervading unity) to correctly interpret the statement ‘All things are already comp
lete in us' in Mencius, (g) he justifies Mencius being dependent on Principle while expl
aining human nature by introducing the concept ‘the order of host and guest’ so that
proving his theory’s flawlessness (h) he points out Mencius making the mistake of hast
y generalization when he explains on the relation between the matter of clarity or mur
kiness of one’s qi and issues of good and evil.

Thus, it is possible to conclude that Dasan’s viewpoint in understanding the reality
is rational, practical and highly empirical We name this unique approach as ‘understan
ding Classics in a way of Sirhak(E#%). Dasan’s viewpoint for Mencius is important n
ot only in terms of expanding the horizon of current academic boundaries, but also dee

pening our understanding in his practicalism which is gaining its importance nowadays.

[Key words] Dasan, Mangja-youi(" i %3%s), Jachanmyojimyoung(" B EEEEFEEY
1), Practical approach, Views on Classical Studies
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