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Abstract

A Study on The Rule of Virtue in the "Analects" of Confuucius
An Soontac”

This paper will examine the aspects, requirements and methods of 'Deokchiffiif'(the
rule of virtue) which is an ideal form of politics proposed by Confucius in the "Analects."
I would like to explain how the 'Deokchififi' can be embodied, what are necessary for
the leader carry out such 'Deokchi, and how to implement 'Deokchi' in such a state.
There are many references to 'Deokchi’ in "Analects", and the core contents of them are
concentrated in "Wijeongideok-Jang R MEEE", "Kyegangjamunjeong-JangZERE T[]
BF" and "Geojikjowang-JangZ2 E{$HFTFE". In this paper, I focused on these three chap
ters and examined the aspects, requirements and methods of 'Deokchi.’

The way in which "Deokchi' is achieved can be found in "Wijeongideok-Jang FAE DA%k
Ei". The main point of this is that when the leader is practicing "Deokchi,' the leader
is like the polar star, but the followers are like the other stars and they go around the
leader. In the sense that the leader is in the same place as the polar star and it can
be called 'Doing nothing but ruling well il 52 7. Confucius said that the emperor Shu
n%¥ did not work but only 'politely served as emperor#% CLIFFETHL. At this time, 'not
work' does not mean that he really did nothing, it means that the leader mobilized talent
S to reign.

What should be done to make sure that the leader can manage the organization witho
ut forcing followers? In order to be able to do this well, the leader must have good virtu
e. At this time, the core of virtue is 'to make oneself right.' It is impossible to expect
people to act properly when the leader is not right. This requirements of 'Deokchi' are
well known in the "Kyegangjamunjeong-JangZ= i F[RIBIEE". Confucius said that if the
leader wants to rule people properly, he must first correct himself. The leader is like the

wind and people are like grass.

* Faculty of Seoul Nat'l Univ. / st.an@daum.net
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If the leader has the right atticude, can the 'Deokchi' be implemented properly? The
leader must do his best in self-discipline and at the same time, he has to applicate people
properly. That is, in other words, to put straight people on bent ones. This is based on
the idea that straight people in the upper position can make bent people straighten witho
ut throwing them away.

These messages of "Analects" are worthy of consideration as the virtue of the leader
in many organizations today. It can be apllied from small organizations to large countries.
The leader had better have good virtue and should let the talents who have good virtue

work actively.

[Key words] the rule of virtue, virtue, leader, leadership, Confucius(fLF),
selecting persons, doing nothing but ruling well, Shun(F%), Okyu
Sorai, Jeong Yak-Yong(] #5#H)
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