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Abstract
The Corvelation of the Publications Produced in the Reign of King Sejomg
Kim, Seung-u’

This paper sought to analyze the correlation among four publications in the reign of
King Sejong: Sumganghaengsiladd =41 T EEIE), Myeonghuanggyegand W 5 0E8), Yongbieodbeonga
(REAAHRAR) and Walinseokbo H EVFE).

Samganghaengsildo provided a precedent for the composition of the paintings and
commentary. Since Swmganghaengsildy was designed to expose the virtues of Samgang(—
#il) to the ordinary people, it took the way of expressing the content through the pictures
and then interpreting the related historical episodes in Chinese characters. The form of
Samganghaengsildo was applied to Myeonghwanggyegam, which was made to watch out for
the behavior of the royal descendants, and Prince Suyang was deeply involved in its
composition. King Sejong wanted a pair of Samganghaengsildr for the people and
Myeonghwanggyegam for the royal descendants, and hoped that they would take the same
form.

Yongbieocheonga, which was produced to Justify the establishment of Joseon dynasty, did
not have any relation with Samganghaengsilds or Myeonghuanggyegam in the beginning
when only its lyrics existed. However, King Sejong promptly instructed Choe Hang to
give a commentary on each verse of the lyrics. Through this reorganization, in the place
where the pictures occupied in Samganghaengsild) and Myeonghwanggyegam, lyrics were
substituted in Yongbieocheonga. Seoélmﬂngjeol(%%ﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁ), compiled to commemorate Queen
Soheon(HA7& T.J5), is a document related to the internal problem of the royal family as
well as Myeonghuwanggyegam, so Prince Suyang also played an active role in its composition.
In context, Myeomghuanggyegam and Seokbosangjeol are also similar to each other in that

they deal with a single character: Emperor Xuanzong of Tang and Shakyamuni.

* Assistant Professor, Dept. of Korean Language Education, Jeonju University / nakimsw(@jj.ac kr
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Yongbicocheonga served as an opportunity for the above-mentioned compilations to be
increased or new ones to be produced. Based on the contents of Myemghumggyegam, King
Sejong composed 168-verse lyrics, using the form of the lyrics in Chinese characters of
Yongbieocheonga. Similatly, based on the contents of Sekbosangjeol, he also composed
583-verse lyrics named Waolincheongangjigok, using the form of the lyrics in Korean
vernacular of Yongbieocheonga. These lyrics, which had existed separately until the reign
of King Sejong, were integrated into the original texts in the reign of King Sejo. Such
reorganizations resulted in a pattern of reproducing the style of Yomghieocheonga, leading
to the result that the formats of Yongbieocheonga, Myemghwanggyegam and Wolinseokbo are
basically the same.

King Sejo intended to reveal the meaning of his father King Sejong’s continuity to
himself by combining his work with that of his father’s. Besides, King Sejo made extra
efforts to translate all the combined works into Korean vernacular as well. He was
confident that satisfactory documents could be made in Korean vernacular as in the case
of Seokbosangjeol and Wolindheongangjigok. Tt is also understood that he actively used Korean

vernacular to praise King Sejong’s intention to newly create the Hunminjeongeum(ill X

1EE.

[Key words] Samganghaengsildd —HAT ), Myeonghramgeyegamd W Z088), Yongbicoch-
eonga HETRAHITER), Waolinseokbo FI EVFERE), Seokbosangjeol it B), Wal-
incheonganggigok( FJEN T2 1), King Sejong(15%), King Sejo(tH:AH)
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