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Abstract

What did the Joseon literati s in the Sea?
-An Analysis of proe works with the theme of Contamplating the Sea(Z7%9)-

Kim Kwang-nyeon”

In this article, | tried to identify the characteristics of classical Chinese prose works
of the Joseon Dynasty with the theme of contemplating the sea.

During the Joseon Dynasty, the literati thought that the sea was eternal and vast.
In particular, it was emphasized that the essence should be understood with the ‘eye of
the mind' rather than the physical observation itself. I think this is the result of the
development in a way that embraces the theory of GuanWu(##4/) but also emphasizes
a subjective perspective.

The image of the sea also had considerable influence on the contents of classical
Chinese prose works on contemplating the sea. The classical Chinese prose works under
the theme of contemplating of sea during the Joseon Dynasty have two characteristics:
First, the literati of Joseon wanted to use the shape of the sea as an opportunity for moral
self-discipline and academic discipline. Second, they wanted to use this as an opportunity
to cultivate individual spirit by paying attention to the vastness and breadth of the sea.

[Key words] Contemplating the Sea(j#/F), Sea, Magnanimousness(5%i%), Nourisher(#
%), Classical Chinese Prose
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