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How the media views milk prices:
A frame analysis of News coverage on the milk price’

Eunjeong Jeong™
(Assistant Researcher, Korea Institute of Sport Science)

Jiyeon Ahn™

(Lecture, Department of Media & Social Information, Hanyang University)

Milk is a nutritious food in itself, but it also serves as an ingredient in other foods such as bread,
ice cream, and snacks, as well as in processed products like butter, cream, and cheese, which are
more frequently consumed in modern diets. Additionally, it is commonly consumed with foods like
coffee and bread. Given that milk is a significant part of the nation’s food consumption, both the
government, the food industry, and citizens are sensitive to milk prices, making the media's approach
to reporting on milk prices an important subject of interest. Therefore, this study aims to analyze
how the media has framed the issue of milk price increases over a period of more than 10 years,
focusing on how the topic of "milk prices” has been addressed in the media and how the social
perspective on milk prices has been constructed through news frames. The findings show that the
sources of information for milk price-related articles mainly come from the dairy industry and
government departments, with many articles relying on a single source. Additionally, the tone of the
articles tends to be predominantly negative. Moreover, the frames used to cover milk price increases
or freezes are very limited and simplistic. These findings highlight the need for a broader perspective

and more active discussions on how milk is viewed in society.

Key words : milk prices, frame news sources, food news, news characteristics
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