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Abstract

Koryo's(5i#E) Wars against Georan(#2J}) and Its Cavalry Tactics

Yi, Hong-Du

Inheriting Koguryo, Koryo promoted northward expansion policy. Koryo's
northward expansion policy inevitably collided with Georan’s eastward
expansion policy. As Georan invaded Koryo in 942, Koryo mobilized the Gwang
ArmyOtE#) of 300,000 to confront the invader. Georan gave up the invasion,
but it again constructed walls and deployed its army along the Aprok River(ff
FHT) in 91 and the two countries rushed into a war again. There were three
wars in 993, 1010 and 1018 and Koryo won all of them.

The first war between Koryo and Georan occurred in October 993, which
was divided into the Bongsan(G&!L) Battle and the Anyungjin(47§H) Battle.
Because the Bongsan Battle was fought in an open field, Georan cavalry, which
was free in advancing and retreating, defeated the Koryo force. So Son
nyeong (#i#%8) in Georan crossed the Cheongcheon River and attacked
Anyungjin. At that time, General Seo Hee(f%1) in Koryo negotiated with So
Son nyeong over the succession to Koguryo and, on the condition of
submission to Georan, he bought the war to a conclusion and was ceded the
six provinces on the east of the Aprok River.

The second war between Koryo and Georan was in November 1010, which
was divided into the Samsuchae(—=K%%) Battle at TongjuGH/l), and the
Seogyeong(#i0) Battle. In the Samsuchae Battle, a force of 200,000 led by King
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Seongjong of Koryo collided with 300,000 soldiers under the command of Gang
Jo(HEJk) in Koryo. Gang Jo, who commanded three armies, pitched the camp
of the central army on the west of Tongju where three rivers merged, the left
army at a mountain near Tongju, and the right army with the wall in the
background. Gang Jo's force with sword chariots(#t£) at the head was
predominant at the beginning of the battle but, as it was neglectful of strategies,
the army was defeated by the surprise attack of a cavalry raiders led by
Yayulbunno(H5A 4150, At the battle outside Seogyeong, however, General Tak
Sa jeong(HEEE) and Ji Chae mun(F'4530) and Priest Beopeon(#:5) brought
a great victory to Koryo but, again, Koryo army was severely defeated by the
counterattack at Matan(¥5i#), a plain area.

The third war between Koryo and Georan broke out in December 1018,
which was divided into the Samgyocheon Battle at Heunghwajin(#{t4i) and
the Geumgyoyeok (&%) Battle. In the Samgyocheon Battle, General Gang
Gam chan(ZHE) dammed off the flow of the Samgyo River, ambushed
12,000 cavalry soldiers on the opposite side of the river, and burst the dam when
the Georan force was going to cross the Samgyo River. This tactic ended up
in a sweeping victory. In the Geumgyoyeok Battle, Gang Min cheom(ZZ:IZ)
and Jo Won(#iJt) beat off Georan forces.

Key Words : Gwang Army, the Bongsan Batfle and the Anyungjin
Batle, the  Samsuchae  Battle,  sword  chariots,

General Gang Gam chan.

109



KCI



