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The Meaning of Political Citizenship

in Korean Society

Shim, Yeon-soo
(Honam University)

Abstract

South Korean citizens are developing a mature sense of
political citizenship. The consolidation of Korean democratization
has formed a sophisticated democracy in Korea. Recently, the
Korean political system has developed toward coalition politics
with a multiparty system governed by a ruling party and a
major opposition party.

Political citizenship, which has appeared in the Korean
political system, is becoming a full grown phenomena through
systematic processing interactions (input, output, and feedback)
with the government and the regime. Korean citizens are trying
to escape their anti-political tradition and form a social
agreement to promote the public interest through dialogue and
COMpPromise.

Korean citizens should cultivate political citizenship based on
deliberative and critical rationality, rather than on the morality
and conformity stressed by past political regimes for the sake
of stahility and continuity. This paper presents various
definitions of political citizenship by using concepts from

complex systems theory.
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Key words : Political Citizenship, Complex System, Korean
Politics, Coalition Politics, Socialization,

Counter-socialization, Political Sophistication.
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