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Three Ethical Factors for the Building of
Cyber-Citizenship: Freedom, Equality, and
Responsibility

Lim, Sang-soo
(Gyeong-In National University of Education)

Abstract

In this article, I want to argue that the communication
structure of cyberspace is not as liberal and egalitarian as
many believe. In the early days of the Internet, thenetwork
provided us with more freedom and equality. But the
subsequent development of the communication structure has not
been democratic. I adopt the social network analysis method to
present a visualized landscape of the interactive cyberspace
communication system. Communication netizens —the term for
networked citizens —can be divided into three categories: Digital
Stars, Digital Masses, and Traditional Social Ties Groups. By
tracing the routes of netizens'complex communication links, I
reach two conclusions. First, the Digital Stars can disperse their
ideas throughout the Internet quickly, but their power to alter
others’ opinions might be less than expected. Second, despite
the slow speed and narrow range of information dispersion on
the Internet, the Traditional Social Tie Groups are more
powerful agents in the sphere of political group behaviors.

According to the Korean tradition of political -culture,
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responsibility and moral duty are more important values than
freedom and political rights. I suggest putting more stress on
educational approaches to help raise responsible netizens by
promoting the values of “cyber—citizenship.” Korean society
should pay more attention to keeping a balance between

knowledge, attitudes, and practice in cyberspace.

Keywords : Cyber Citizenship, SNA method, Digital Star,

Digital Mass, responsibility
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