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Democratic Civic Education and Political

Leadership: Case of the German Chancellor

Angela Merkel

Abstract

Shin, Du-chel

(Korean Civic Education Institute)

[ Chart ] Analysis of the political leadership of Chancellor
Angela Merkel

Analysis . .. .
Method Factor Variables Positives | Negatives
etho
East-German
0 0
background
Female 0
Pers?nal Scientist 0
Person tendencies and Market-friendly 0]
characteristics
centered Human rights 0 0
analysis advocacy
Image 0
Political Helmut Kohl
growth th SteI‘i al O
background position
Constitutional position of the 0
Chancellor
Structure Party power in parliament 0
centered  |Coalition formation and power 0
analysis __ relationships
Partisan Central party 0
power Regional support 0
XA 2l QIFA R
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The objective of this paper is to examine the background
and factors that enabled an ordinary physicist from East
Germany to successfully lead the difficult task of economic re-
forms during a long—term recession under the complicated polit-
ical structure of the Grand Coalition.

In addition, by analyzing Merkel’s leadership, the paper aims
to consider how political leadership can be applied to democratic
citizenship education.

The focus will be on an empirical analysis of how Merkel's
political leadership is influenced by certain personal tendencies
and characteristics, and exerted by various institutional factors
and political elements. Specifically, the subjects of analysis are
the five individual factors listed below, but future studies on
Merkel’s leadership should add "German political, economic, and
social factors” and "international environment,” and be conducted
in view of the interrelationships between the various factors.

The chart below shows an analysis of Chancellor
Angela Merkel's political leadership. The next are used
in studies on the political leadership of Chancellor
Merkel and for leadership education, which is an im-
portant part of the democratic citizenship education.

- Since the background of a political leader has a
great influence in the way the leader exerts leadership
and makes policy decisions, attention should be given to
systematically teaching empirical analysis and under-
standing regarding a person’s centered approach.

- Becoming a political leader is not attained merely thr
ough luck, but requires systemic training and accumulat

ion of experiences. Thus, it is important to incorporate

Atz atstd 1, MI33&
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this in developing political leadership programs.

— Political leadership is exerted through complex inter-
relationships in a balance of different political powers,
and this implies that it is useful to amass knowledge
and on-scene experiences regarding power relationships,
political groups, and political processes in the early

stages of leadership programs in citizenship education.

Keywords : civic education, politic, leadership, Germany,

coalition
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