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Comparison of Nursing Terminology between South and
North Korea

*k%k

Kim, In-sook*, Lee, Hui-jeong**, Ko, ll-seon***,
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Kang, Gyeong-hwa****, Jang, Yun-kyoung

<Abstract>

Over the past 50 years, there have been no cultural exchanges involving South and
North Korean nursing professionals. This study was conducted to improve intercultural
understanding and receptivity for global citizenship in nursing. This study was also
performed to identify similarities and differences in terminology in nursing textbooks in
use in the two countries. Nursing terminology found in three representative textbooks
of basic and clinical nursing from those countries was analyzed in terms of origins of
the words and meanings. The nursing terminology in use in those countries is
distinguished by the use of six characteristics: ‘Pure-Korean,” ‘Sino-Korean,” ‘loanword,’
‘terminologies that have differences in orthography,” ‘terminologies that show
differences between Pyeongyang and Seoul language,’ and ‘terminologies that show
different meanings between the two countries.” Pure-Korean and Sino-Korean
terminologies displayed similarities between South and North Korean nursing
textbooks. However, many of the terms in North Korean nursing textbooks are
loanwords from Russia and others were difficult to understand or are used differently
from how they are used in South Korean nursing textbooks. In view of the mix of
similarities and differences in terms of nursing terminology between South and North
Korea, it is recommended that the nursing curricula in those two countries should be
analyzed and compared for improving global citizenship in nursing.

Key Words: South and North Korea, Nursing terminology, Medical terminology,
Comparison of terminology. global citizenship.
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