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Study on Promotion of Cultural ODA of Asia Culture Center
from the Perspective of Hub City of Asian Culture Project

- Focused on Experience and Achievements from Myanmar
ODA -

Jeon, Bong su*

Abstract

The Hub City of Asian Culture Project is the largest national project in the cultural field of
Korea, which started in 2004 and aims to achieve balanced national development by
establishing Gwangju as the center of Asian culture. Recently implemented national policies
make it possible for the ODA project of Asia Culture Center through the amendment of the
Special Act on the Creation of Hub City of Asian Culture in 2015, enabling the Asia Culture
Center to become the implementing organization of the ODA project.

Under the policy framework, the Asian Culture Center implemented the ODA project to
strengthen cultural capacity in cooperation with the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture
of Myanmar to support them for three years starting from 2018 to 2020. The detailed tasks
of this ODA project are the following: the establishment of a digitalized cultural resource
management system for the integrated management of Myanmar's cultural resources
scattered throughout the country, the development of the Myanmar Cultural Development
Master Plan for nation-wide integration and sustainable development, and capacity-building
of officials from the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture of Myanmar. It consists of
operating educational and training programs for sustainable reinforcement.

This study focuses on the experiences and achievements of the cultural ODA project from
the perspective of Asia Culture Center fulfilling as the Hub City of Asian Culture Project and
fulfilling the direction of the ACC-type cultural ODA projects. The main programs of the Asia
Culture Center, which consists of Asian culture research, archive construction, international
exchange cooperation programs, cultural resource-based cultural contents and cultural
product development projects, were reviewed and the possibility of developing ODA projects
in connection with them was considered. For the successful establishment of the Hub City of
Asian Culture Project, the possibility of cooperation in cultural ODA projects with local
cultural and arts institutions as well as universities was also examined.
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I. Background

The Hub City of Asian Culture Project is a National cultural project that recognizes
Gwangju Metropolitan City as the center of Asian culture until the year 2026, based on the
Special Act on the Development of Hub City of Asian Culture (hereinafter referred to as the
Hub City of Asian Culture Act). The basic direction of this enormous National cultural
project, which started with the Roh Moo-hyun administration, was specifically presented
through the “Comprehensive Plan for Developing a Hub City of Asian Culture” announced in
2007 by the Korean government. The goal of this project, revised in May 2013 and August
2018, is to make Gwangju the center of Asian cultural exchange for the world, where Asian
cultures can diverse through exchanges to accumulate research, educate, and create a hub
city of culture. This project provides a place for exchanges and development of Asian cultures
internationally, and creates a new concept of the cultural city based on the rich cultural
resources and natural environment of Gwangju, a city that symbolizes peace and human
rights domestically. It aims to improve the quality of Citizen’s life (Ministry of Culture,
Sports and Tourism 2020, 3). Since the founding of the country, the Hub City of Asian
Culture Project has been the largest National project in the field of culture. Various opinions
presented from various aspects since the start of the project to discuss the political decisions
and the direction of the promotion process for the creation of a cultural city (Lee,
Kangbok-Jang, Gihyung 2007, 219).

According to the Hub City of Asian Culture Act and Comprehensive Plan for Creation, the
Korean government established the Asia Culture Center (ACC)! to exchange, education,
research, and produce to develop cultural contents as well as programs on Asian culture.
ACC harbors the role to create the Hub City of Asian Culture. The Hub City of Asian Culture
Act was revised in March 2015,2 just before the opening of the ACC on November 25, 2015.
Part of the budget for Official Development Assistance (hereinafter referred to as ODA) was
focused on assisting Asian culture in order to create the Hub City of Asian Culture, thus it
was possible to apply for the ODA project. The ACC was able to promote ODA projects based
on this legal basis. Through this, the ACC was able to secure the position of the ODA project
implementing organization that could promote the creation of an Asian cultural center in
Gwangju while supporting the culture-based sustainable development of developing Asian
countries.

In the process of revising the Hub City of Asian Culture Act in March 2015, the
promotion of the ACC's ODA project implement in the policy framework for developing the

1 The Asia Culture Center is affiliated institution to the Ministry of Culture Sports and Tourism. The ACC
opened its center on November 2015. The premise of ACC derives from the notion of human rights and Peace
through the 5.18 Democratization Movement of Gwangju. It comprises of 5 sections within the Center:
Democratic and Peace Exchange Center, Cultural Creation Center, Cultural Information Center, Children’s
Cultural Center and the Art Theater.

2 At the 19th National Assembly of the Republic of Korea, the Article 42 (4) 9 of the amendment “In
accordance with the Framework Act on International Development Cooperation, amount equivalent to 1% of the
budget for public assistance established shall be transferred to the projects of Hub City of Asian Culture” was
supported and revised to “In accordance with the Framework Act on International Development Cooperation,
part of the budget for public assistance established shall be transferred to the projects of Hub City of Asian
Culture.”
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Hub City of Asian culture. This suggests that there is a direct correlation between the ACC’s
ODA project and the Hub City of Asian Culture Act. The operations of the ACC bases on the
principles of virtuous cycle structure within the institution. By establishing digital archives
and researching Asian culture, an international cooperation network with other Asian
governments formed to share information between cultural and artistic institutions, expert
groups, and creating cultural content outlets such as performances and exhibitions, as well
as through various operation of cultural education programs such as training of cultural
experts, and operation of civic academy. At the same time, from the viewpoint of planning
and operating international development cooperation, the cultural ODA program of the ACC
has developed to link with internal programs and the cooperative partnerships with various
Ministries of Culture of developing Asian countries to support their cultural development.

Hub City of Asian
Culture Development
Project

Operation of
Asia Culture Center

ACC-type
ODA project

Figure 1. The relationship between the development of Hub City of Asian Culture
and the ACC ODA project

This background suggests that the ACC's cultural ODA projects would be difficult to plan
and operate independently like other regular programs such as production and distribution
of cultural contents. The ACC's ODA projects are planned and operated through researching
digital archives, production and creation of cultural contents, as well as a cultural
educational program. The activities of each subject area of the ACC’s ODA projects will
support the sustainable cultural development of developing counties in Asia.

Experts have continued to point out that strategy and direction are necessary for the
successful implementation of ACC’s ODA project (Lee, Tae Joo, et al. 2015, 35; Park, Shin-Ei
et al. 2020, 217). It is thus necessary to have the direct experience of operating ODA projects
with collaborating countries first, to establish specific strategies based on achievements and
shortcomings from that experience. Despite the expert’s comments, it is therefore difficult to
establish a solid strategy and direction through evaluation and inspection alone without
having direct experiences. As the Myanmar project operated by ACC progressed, it was
possible to establish strategies based on the analysis of the performance. The Myanmar
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cultural ODA project takes into account the difficulty of securing direct linkage between
culture and development, which is widely considered a general limitation of the Korean
cultural ODA, lack of development indicators for culture, and examples of projects in the
field of cultural development cooperation by foreign aid agencies. The Myanmar cultural
ODA project has been promoting the strategy of preservation and promotion of cultural
diversity, the growth of the cultural economy and industry sector of the recipient country,
and the promotion of cultural welfare of the recipient country’s citizens. (Ko, Sam Seok 2013,
127; Lee, Tae Joo Lee, et. al. 2015, 36). As the experts have mentioneds, it is true that the
ACC further needs experiences in developing and conducting systematic cultural ODA
projects with specialists and experts. Based on a thin experience of the Myanmar cultural
ODA project, it is important to establish a focal point and directions for cultural ODAs. This
study’s starting point is based on present needs in the cultural ODA projects of ACC.

The purpose of this study also to presents through the viewpoint of developing the Hub
City of Asian Culture; as it focuses on the success of analyzing from specific experience in the
ACC’s cultural ODA project to gain focal point strategies for the field of Korean cultural ODA
as a whole, becoming one of the standard cases for ACC. The study will focus on the
experience of working together with Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture (MORAC) of
Myanmar to build its Smart Cultural Resource Management System from 2018 to 2020,
working together to further the Culture Development Master Plan, and strengthen capacity-
building of MORAC’s officials through education programs. The study scrutinizes the
Cultural ODA project of Myanmar through achievements from cooperating for research and
development, joint planning, feasibility study, implementation, and monitoring of ODA
projects by examining the relationship between various stakeholders such as experts from
domestic and overseas, project beneficiaries, and government officials of the recipient
country.4

I1. Asia Culture Center's Cultural ODA Experience and Achievements

The Asia Culture Center signed a Record of Discussions (ROD) with the Archaeological
and Museum Bureau of the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture at the Myanmar's
Capitol, Naypyidaw in 2018. It started a project-types cultural ODA project called

3 In addition to this, various studies on the problems such as directions, and tasks of the Korean cultural
ODA have pointed out that the Korean cultural ODA is generally being carried out with centering on the
ethnocentric Korean culture promotion training projects (Jung, Hwan Moon 2014, 223; Lee, Tae Joo 2014, 152),
and reinforcement of expertise to the lack of an evaluation indicator framework, establishment of concrete action
plans for business expansion, were suggested (Lee, Kyung Hee 2016, 44; Baek, So Yeon-Park, Gyeoung Cheol
2016, 65; Cho, Gye Soo-Jeong, Yeon Nae 2019, 50).

4 Unlike the perspectives of policy of academic researchers on ODA, this study analyzes the direct
experiences and achievements from the process of planning, discovery, and execution of cultural ODA project;
thus a unique perspective from the implementing agency of the Korean ODA.

5 The Korean ODA projects are divided into programs, development consulting, technical cooperation
(training projects, scholarship support, dispatch of volunteers, and other technical cooperation), public-private
cooperation (NGOs, companies), administrative expenses considered. Among them, the implementation of the
project should be carried out two years before the new project (N-2 years), and a feasibility study must be
completed after receiving the ODA request letter and PCP (Project Concept Paper) from the diplomatic channels
of the ODA recipient country. (N-1 year) One can receive a deliberation on the implementation plan of free aid.
The ODA project conducted by the National Asia Culture Center with the Ministry of Affairs and Culture in
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“Supporting Capacity Building for Utilization of Culture and Arts in Myanmar.” The main
contents of the minutes of the agreement signed by the two cooperative partners set the
period of the corresponding ODA project to three years from 2018 to 2020, and the main
tasks of the program include 1) joint development and operation of Myanmar’s smart
cultural heritage management system 2) Co-development of Myanmar’s Cultural
Development Master Plan 3) The creation of educational training of the Ministry of Religious
Affairs and Culture in Myanmar in the field of cultural contents (Mudeung Ilbo article,
2018.11.28). The goal of this project is to strengthen Myanmar's cultural heritage policy-
making capacity and enhance its competitiveness in cultural development through the
achievement of the above mentioned three detailed-tasks, and to contribute to the national
development of Myanmar's sustainable cultural field. This chapter will examine the
experiences of the project conducted in cooperation with the ACC and MORAC over the past
three years, and based on the achievements, explore the possibility of expanding into the
ACC-type cultural ODA project.

1. Joint development of Myanmar’s smart cultural heritage management system and
cultural mapping

The Myanmar Cultural Heritage Management System(hereafter, MCHMS),® developed
jointly by the ACC and MORAC is a digital form of Myanmar’s cultural resources and
heritages scattered throughout the country as well as data from the National Museums and
research institutes in Myanmar. It was designed for integrated management of heritage
information. The establishment of this system is one of the core programs of the “Supporting
Capacity Building for Utilization of Culture and Arts in Myanmar” ODA project conducted
with the MORAC. MCHMS is prepared in the framework of information provision,
cataloging digital recording of tangible cultural heritage such as archaeological sites and
monuments and intangible cultural heritage such as traditional knowledge and rituals. At the
time of the ODA Project Request, the Myanmar government recognized the integration of
various ethnic groups in Myanmar as an important process of national development, and
through the MCHMS establishment, cultural heritages scattered across the country were
registered and managed in the system, making it easier to inscribe to the lists of UNESCO’s
cultural heritage. The use of the system, such as for registration, was considered in
connection with nation-wide integration and development tasks.

The development of this management system utilizes Korea's leading information and
communications technology (ICT), but was jointly planned from the humanities and social
perspectives based on thorough mutual cooperation. There are other digital cultural heritage
projects of Korea with similar characteristics such as the Cultural Heritage Administration’s
National Cultural Heritage Portal, the Korean Studies Center’s Local Culture Electronics

Myanmar was a this project-type project, so the official project period will start from 2018, and the planning and
development of the project will start from before 2016.

6 The official name of this system in Korean is Myanmar Cultural Resource Management System, and the
English name is 'Myanmar Culture Heritage Management System (MCHMS)'. In English, the expression “cultural
heritage” was used, and in Korean, the expression “cultural resource” was used, which is not an error in
translation, but according to the policy judgment of the implementing agencies of both countries. This system can
be found on the Internet homepage (http://www.mchms.net/), but it is currently closed to visitors.
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Exhibition, and the National Museum’s e-Museum (Jeong, Seongmi 2020, 7). Privately led
projects of similar nature are ICHPEDIA (Intangible Cultural Heritage Encyclopedia), which
has been promoted by the Center for Intangible Cultural Studies for 20 years. The Myanmar
Cultural Heritage Management System (MCHMS) has many similar characteristics
compared to other digital cultural heritage projects in Korea.

The two countries jointly conducted a Basic Design Study in the second half of 2018 for
the construction and design of MCHMS. The National Museums? department of MORAC
agreed to conduct a preliminary survey of resources. Myanmar cultural experts comprised of
both countries joined for a single program called the “Study of the Distribution and Current
Status of Myanmar Cultural Resources for Cultural Mapping” and a basic composition plan
of the system was prepared through three field studies. The position of MORAC was that
building MCHMS to conveniently managed heritage resource data scattered across the
country, in a digital form served the strongest purpose. While supporting management in the
form of digital archiving, it had the willingness to establish 'information-type digital cultural
mapping' so that citizens who want to access the data can easily obtain cultural heritage data.
To owner a linear course of policy direction, MORAC and ACC adjusted themselves through
mutual consultation and named the Myanmar Cultural Heritage Management System in the
process.
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Figure 2. Structure of Smart Cultural Resource Management System developed by ACC

7 National Museums (Naypyidaw, Yangon), Archaeological Museums (Bagan, Hanlin, Inwa), Cultural
Museums (Chin state, Kachin state, Kayah state, Kayin state, Mandalay, Mon state, Pathein, Rakhine, Shan state,
Taungdwingyi), Other museums (Bogyoke Aung San Museum, National Defense Museum, Railway Museum of
Death, Museum of Shan Sawbwa, Myanmar Gem Museum, Myanmar Film Museum, Naypyidaw Gem Museum,
Naypyidaw Planetarium, Yangon Planetarium Yangon Anti-Drug Museum) were all planned to be researched, but
due to the constraints such as civil war, time, and budget disallowed for this to happen.
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The MCHMS system team uses computers provided by ACC as an input tool by employees
at the museums and cultural heritage-related research centers across the country. The
MCHMS uploaders are located in Yangon, Naypyidaw, Mandalay, and uploads collection
data, and catalogues them by type and region into the cultural resource database. MCHMS
data are stored in a database implemented in a system co-produced by IT teams in both
Korea and Myanmar. MCHMS uses cloud storage to facilitate management by both
Myanmar and Korea at the same time, and as the project nears the end, all the data will be
transferred to be backed up to the Myanmar server.8 In consideration of many mobile phone
users in Myanmar, the MCHMS was also configured so that it is mobile phone compatible.
Currently, about 18,000 data have been uploaded by 30 employees at various departments in
the MORAC. The MCHMS is planned to be used for publishing catalogs, referencing data®
for the inscriptions of UNESCO World Heritage and Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity, providing basic data for the production of VR (virtual reality) cultural contents
and a search service for visitors to the museums and art galleries.
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Figure 3. Statistics of uploaded data of Myanmar Cultural Resource Management System

8 The ACC cultural ODA reflects the decision of the recipient country of Myanmar’s MORAC in terms of
building a digitalized database catered to their beliefs. The ACC system team is also aware of the risk in server
maintenance of the MCHMS local server that has been transferred from the original Cloud storage by the end of
the ODA project and taking countermeasures to prepare. Without proper server maintenance, uploaded data can
be ineffective in use. The sustainability of the MCHMS is a task that both ACC and MORAC is working together to
solve. By solving this issue of sustainability of MCHMS after the end of the ODA project, the notion of Korean
cultural ODA being a one-time help can be lifted and help the MCHMS project become a standard of sustainable
Korean cultural ODA project.

9 Myanmar’s MORAC helped in inscribing the Bagan region to the UNESCO’s World Heritage List in July 6th
2019 (decision made in Baku, Azerbaijan) and is currently working on inscribing Mrauk U of the Rhakine state to
the UNESCO’s World Heritage List as well. The “Myanmar Cultural Resource Management System” established
by the Asia Culture Center is being utilized in connection with the submission of Mrauk U region data,
government efforts to manage cultural heritage in the region, and support from the international community. In
this context, the system established by the Asia Culture Center with the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture
in Myanmar is beyond the primary purpose of effective protection and utilization of cultural heritage. This project
can be evaluated as a case of successful cultural diplomacy at the same time as a case of overcoming the limitation
that Korea's cultural ODA is not correlated with industrial and economic effects.
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Most of the data uploaded to the MCHMS is from the museums associated to the
MORAC. They are world heritage-related data, intangible cultural heritage data, and
archaeological site-related data. In the process of establishing the system and inputting data,
there was no new research done for new data, but rather used data held by institutions and
researchers belonging to the MORAC, who uploaded as a public service in the process of
being built into the system. The metadata item of the data entered into the system is based
on the Dublin Core, but was determined by adjusting it to the current situation and usages of
the Myanmar society. In order to upload a single cultural resource data, 17 basic items
(Classification, Title, Period, Location, Place of Origin, Material, Serial Number, Latitude,
Longitude, Department, Registrant, Registration date, Image, Remarks (English and
Burmese), Reference (English and Burmese) are to be entered, and the input contents can be
adjusted accordingly. Researchers from both the MORAC and the ACC established 9 major
categories (Archaeological Site, World Heritage Site, Museum, Colonial Building, Memorial
of the World, National Library, Antiquities, ICH, and Other), and 90 divisions and 99
sections were organized as input options for MCHMS.

As the project nears the end with the establishment of the Myanmar Smart Cultural
Resource Management System being completed, the ACC will connect the system to the ‘ACC
Digital Archive’ through a mutual agreement with the MORAC in Myanmar. Access to ‘ACC
Digital Archive’ will enable search and information provision for cultural resources data.
These efforts of the ACC are to provide Asian cultural researchers and regional research
experts with an opportunity to access cultural information that is unique. It will particularly
provide an opportunity for the researchers that treasure the heritage of Asian partner
countries with sound knowledge. The cooperation between the two Asian partners is likely to
expand into the ‘e-Museum construction project’ through a follow-up project.
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world 3
National 1
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Antiquities 1
ICH 5 35
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Figure 4. Metadata and classification when uploading data

Since the first half of 2019, researchers from the ACC’s IT and Humanities department
teamed up with researchers from MORAC to form a working group to establish a cultural
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resource management system. From the planning stage of the cultural resource management
system to the completion stage, online meetings were held regularly from start of the
outbreak of COVID-19. The metadata composition of the input resource, the composition of
the classification table (consisting of category, division, section), creation of the service
screen based on region, the configuration of basic and advanced search methods, and error
correction methods were discussed and developed through dialogue. In December 2019, two
Myanmar technicians visited Korea and spent about two weeks staying with the ACC's IT and
Humanities team to receive technical training. The experience of this cooperation showcased
the mutual cultural respect that is vital in carrying out cultural ODA projects.

The most important thing in the Cultural ODA implementation strategy is not to realize
that the area of ODA projects is all about the cultural data, but to treat the partners from
developing countries with respect and goodwill (Jeong, Jeong-suk 2020, 54). In particular,
the formation of the rapport approach is significant in the process of developing technology
and conducting technology training in an IT-based cultural ODA, as this approach has great
influence on the successful outcome of the cultural ODA process.

: K * Y // : = <
Photo 1. MCHMS development and Photo 2. MCHMS development and
operation workshop (Mandalay) operation workshop (Yangon)

In early 2020, the IT and Humanities team of the ACC visited Yangon and Mandalay and
held several workshops regarding the system development with the researchers from the
MORAC on a 10-day schedule. In this workshop, the researchers from the MORAC mainly
organized the serial number of uploaded cultural resources, configured the input system, and
added functions in the system centered around the uploader (the number of data entered by
each individual was listed). On the other hand, Korean partners emphasized the importance
of cultural heritage resources related to Myanmar's rich intangible cultural heritage and
developed a vision of developing digital cultural map and e-Museum that can be utilized
based on the establishment of MCHMS data.

MORAC was hoping that Korean experts would promote the system construction based
on the understanding of historical and cultural context of Myanmar. So, uploaded data about
Bagan, which is one of the rich cultural heritage City of Myanmar was implemented to the
system to meet the needs of the unique characteristics of Bagan. Through several face-to-face
workshops to build a cultural resource management system since 2018, Korean experts
fulfilled comprehensive system suitable for Myanmar based on in-depth research and
technical environment surveys within the country. Myanmar experts raised technical issues
that appeared while regularly uploading data prepared in the process of system development,
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and at the same time gave insights to reflect the characteristics of Myanmar culture as much
as possible in the system structure (input data structure and service interface screen) by
providing in-depth understanding of Myanmar culture. The efforts on both sides are the
standard on how to proceed R&D of cultural ODA projects that Korea is conducting with
other developing countries in Asia.

2. Joint development and policy implementation of mid to long term development
plans (master plans) in the cultural field of developing countries

The cultural development master plan through joint research and development program
in the Myanmar culture field is the second core task of the ODA. It supports the
strengthening of cultural competence that the ACC is running with the MORAC. For the
successful implementation of this task, the two sides have formed a joint research team
consisting of 6 Myanmar cultural experts and 5 Korean experts for about two years since
early 2019. The team developed a strategy for mid to long term Myanmar culture (2021-
2030). At the request of the Myanmar government, the 6 Myanmar experts were mainly
composed of researchers belonging to the MORAC as well as the National University. The
Korean team comprised of experts in the field of cultural policies, cultural contents,
Buddhism heritage, promoters of culture and art, traditional heritage and local heritage, and
Myanmar cultural experts were called upon.

The Korea-Myanmar joint researchers set policy visions of “harmonious, diverse, and
prosperous Myanmar” and “peaceful, prosperous, and democratic Myanmar.” The joint
researchers of two countries reviewed Myanmar's cultural resources and analyzed major
issues. After deriving 6 core enactment values through the process, 47 programs were
developed in connection with the strategic directions of 5 themes. The task of each
researcher was to discover subjects and develop the contingent programs and yet that of the
joint research team between Korea and Myanmar was to select the 6 core enactment values
through a series of discussions. The 6 core enactment values are as follows: (D sustainability
@ culture enrichment 3 empowerment @ integrated culture © cultural diversity ©®
the formation of democratic governance and public participation.

Discussions between Korea-Myanmar joint researchers concentrated on Myanmar's
unique political situation and policy in art, culture, and history. The MORAC actively
suggested through dialogue about the 6 core enactment values to Korean researchers and
policy implementation related to Myanmar's culture. Based on this, strategic directions of 5
themes implementing the basic directions of 47 programs were composed. Myanmar is made
up of 136 ethnic groups, including the Burmese, the diverse social environment of Myanmar
that requires continuous nation-wide harmony and cultural prosperity to form a successful
democratic state and develop into a high-income country based on national integration
explains well the reason for setting the 6 core enactment values.

The strategic directions of 5 themes are: strengthening national identity and cultural
awareness, preserving cultural heritage and international cooperation, promoting cultural
diversity and local traditions, promoting fine arts, cultural industries, and democratic
governance. The names of 47 detailed projects under the strategic direction of the 5 themes
are shown in Table 2. The main concept of the strategic directions program is as follows.
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Reinforcement of National Identity and Cultural Awareness: 14 states and
136 diverse ethnic groups coexisted and experienced civil war after British colonial
rule. In order to make a cohesive and united society to promote the political stability
and economic development of the country, a cultural aspect of “one spirit” is needed.

Preservation of Cultural Heritage and International Cooperation: It is urgent to enact
relevant laws and operating programs to protect cultural heritages scattered across the
country and preserve and manage cultural assets. At the same time, working on the
inscription to the UNESCO’s Representative list of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity and the Tangible Cultural Heritage List is proposed.

Promotion of cultural diversity and regional traditions: To protect cultural diversity,
inventory project for various cultural heritage types was promoted, as well as regional
festivals and craft markets to revitalize local culture.

Promotion of Fine Arts and Cultural Contents Industry: Supporting the development of
the cultural contents industry based on storytelling to promote the creative ecosystem.
As well as supporting the program for Myanmar cities to enter the UNESCO Creative
Cities Network.

Democratic governance and public participation: Establishing a system for supporting
culture and arts of Myanmar, initiating laws for institutions to build cultural
infrastructure, and supporting the establishment of a cultural policy developing entity.
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Table 1. 44 topics for the establishment of the Myanmar cultural development master plan

Cultural Development Cultural Development
Master Plan — Phase 1 Master Plan — Phase 2
~ (2021-2025) | (2026-2030)
2021/2022[2023[2024/2025(2026[2027/2028 20292030

Strategic
Programs

Name of Program

1 Enactment of the Basic Culture Law
2 Union Day Festival Revisited
Strengthening 3 Indigenous Cultural Products Market
National Identity 4  Myanmar Museum of Ethnology
& Cultural 5 Digital Library for History Literary Writings
Awareness 6 Digital Archive of Buddhist Mural Paintings at Bagan
7 Digital Translation Project of Historical Manuscripts
8 Archives for Intangible Cultural Heritage
9 Establishment of Safeguarding Systems
10 Enactment of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection Law
11 Inventorying of Local Culture
12 Empowerment Programs for Training and Education
Promotion of 13 Festivals for the Promotion of Handicraft and Folk Arts
Cultural Diversity 14  Establishment of Markets for Artists, Handicraftsmen
& Local 15 Promotion of Cultural Tourism . .
Traditions 16 At and Cultural Educational Programs for Primary, Secondary and Tertiary

Institutions

17 International Workshop and Conference for Domestic/Overseas Experts
(Metwork Building)

12 Digital Heritage Project

19 Volunteer Work with Heritage for the Youth

20 Enactment of the National Museum Law

51 Project on the Establishment of a Cultural Heritage Distribution Map in
Each Province |

22 Research Project on Buddhist Cultural Properties in All Buddhist Temples
Project on Educational Support Program for the Experts on Cultural

73 Heritage

- Mational Qualification System for Museum Curators

24 Project on Educational Support Program for the Experts on UNESCO World
Heritage Listing and Administration

Cultural Hentage

& International | 22 Project on the Catalogue Publication of the National Museums in Myanmar

Cooperation 26 gﬁzc;ar[h Project on Excavation and Management of Major Archaeological
27 Project on Good Management of Buddhist Temple Museums as a Cultural |
Property
28 Project on Establishment of Children’s Museumn
29 Project on Volunteer Development Program of Mational Cultural Heritage
and Museum
Projects an Public Education for Local Cultural Heritage and Cultural
30 Properties
31 Enactment of National Museum of Art Law
32 Establishment of Creative Industry Related Department in Myanmar
University (Training of Next Generation Professional Manpower)
33 Promotion of Research Institute for Research and Development of Local
Cultural Contents in Local Universities
_ 34 Cultivating Local Cultural Contents Expert Led by the Local Government
Promotion of 35 Establishment of Story Data Base
Fine Arts & ¢ Promotion of Public Participation through Storytelling Competitions
Cultural Industry Hosted by the Central and Local Government
37 Establishment of a Culture Map on National Festivals and Systematic
Vitalization and Promotion
38 Selection of a City in Myanmar to Establish an Qutdoor Stage for Holding
Permanent Arts Performances )
Selaction of a City in Myanmar to Support UNESCO's Creative City
39 Metwork
40 Enactment of the Culture and Arts Promotion Law
41 Enactment of the Local Culture Promotion Law
42 Organization Structure of Religious Affairs and Culture Ministry
Democratic i3 Establishment of Culture and Arts Committee or Culture and Arts
Governance & Promotion Agency
Public 44 Establishment of National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art
Participation 45 Establishment of Arts Center (Mational Theater)
46 Establishment of Local Culture Foundation (Metropolitan/Basic Local
Government)
47 Establishment of Local Culture Related Organizations: Literature Hall,
Local Cultural Center, Living Culture Center

Conservation of

[¥Y)

The 47 detailed programs developed by the Korea-Myanmar joint research team were
delivered to the MORAC in Myanmar. The Myanmar government organized them into 44
detailed programs to promote policy development. The Myanmar Cultural Development
Master Plan is being prepared as part of a mid- to long-term cultural policy in accordance
with the policies and political decisions of the new government that will be newly formed
after the Myanmar general election in November 2020. The ACC and MORAC worked hand
in hand, from the composition of the Korea-Myanmar joint researchers, to the process of
setting 6 core implementation values, and to the result of reorganizing 47 detailed projects
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into 44 detailed projects according to Myanmar's circumstances. Mutual respect was
promoted while sharing linear position to pursue sustainable national development based on
diversity and culture.

3. Strengthen capacity building educational program

One of the major tasks in the Record of Discussions (ROD) of the ODA project signed
between the ACC and the Archeology and Museum Bureau of the MORAC of Myanmar was
to strengthen capacity building of officials. The capacity building program was divided into a
policy related training program for the implementation of the master plan and an education
program for the development and operation of the cultural resource management system.
The ODA Project Request Form was sent from Myanmar with results from the joint
investigation of the basic design for the promotion of the ODA project. Myanmar emphasized
in the process of concluding the minutes of agreement, the establishment of policies and the
strengthening capacity of the officials of the MORAC, and the technical operation of the
cultural resource management system. Accordingly, the establishment of the capacity
building educational program plan from the Korean side began with a detailed grasp of the
needs of Myanmar. Thus, these programs were prepared in accordance to each positions and
job characteristics of the public officials from Myanmar participating in the training program.

Table 2. Education and training programs for officials from the Ministry of Religious
Affairs and Culture in Myanmar|

Tranining Program

No. ae Site Purpose recipient Main Contents
Providing insii f i s o gaags
raviding sighis ot the prescevation + Visit to Korean culture and art public institutions
Seoul, of Myanmar cultural resources, . e
High-level 2 3 10 high-level + Introduction to the current status and prospects of Korean
2 g S Jeonju, promotion of culture and arts, and 23
1 | invitational training Giahca ) officials of culture and arts
of MORAC I, 9y MORAC + The importance of managing cultural resources and
Korea for the development of cultural 5 2
. sharing information about cultural resources to the public
industry
+ Preservation and management plan for tangible cultural
Local capacity Fostering experts related to cultural heritage and cultural property
B P ; ; 22 working-
2 building training |NayPyidaw, | heritage research and conservation teviel officiale of | © Examples of the Volunteer System and Museum
program for the Myanmar | and utilization for the development of + Macro and micro understanding of cultural contents and
; MORAC : =
Master Plan Myanmar's culture and arts creative industry policies
+ Myanmar local case analysis
+ Cultural Heritage Management Plan
Online training Cgpacnty bU|Id.|ng in the f|eldsvof 22 working- . Preservatlop management of relics
3 program for the Online tangible & intangible cultural heritage, level officials of | Understanding curation and management of museums
Master Plan cultural content;, and cultural heritage MORAG + Intangible cultural heritage protection management and
preservation management legal systems
+ Cultural creation industry (cultural diversity, storytelling)
+ Upload metadata to manual-based MCHMS
Invitational training System input education - MCHMS . + Visit Jeonju Hanok Village, National Intangible Heritage
) ; 2 GIS working- ; g
4 for the Jeonju, data upload and serial number oVl S of Center, and Jeonju National Museum of Korea
establishment of Korea generation through invitation of MORAC + Suggestions on Myanmar ICH capacity building program
MCHMS data Myanmar GIS staff + Analysis of previously uploaded data and selection of best
practices
+ Presentation of vision for establishing a cultural map of the
Yancor Understand the nature of MCHMS — k' MCHMS Myanmar
5 Local training for Mandgala‘ uploaded data and seek direction for evel of:’gra;ngf_ + MCHMS system explanation and training
the MCHMS v, the development of MCHMS and + Demonstration of MCHMS input
Myanmar MORAC 3 £
cultural maps + Presentation of vision for establishing cultural heritage
network through platform
’ - 2 s 20 GIS :
Online training Online training for users and ; + System operation management plan
) - working-level )
6 program for the Online administrators based on system 75 + Suggestions on system DB structure, developer manual,
S S officials of E
MCHMS manual for stabilization of MCHMS MORAC and management developer opinions

MORAC: Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture of Myanmar
MCHMS: Myanmar Cultural Heritage Management System

The ACC, in cooperation with the Re-shaping Development Institute, which is a project
implementation organization, operated a total of 6 educational training programs in 2019
and 2020. In May 2019, senior officials from the MORAC and National University Presidents
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of Myanmar were invited to the tour of Korean culture and arts institutions. The guests were
presented to the vision for the protection and transmission of Myanmar cultural resources,
the promotion of culture and arts, and the development of the cultural industry. (Internet
article, Jeonnam Ilbo, 2019). Senior officials from the MORAC visited the ACC for the first
time since the start of the international cooperation project of both sides, and saw the sites of
Asian culture research, archive construction, and cultural resource-based product and
content production and distribution by the Korean partner institution. As the minutes of
agreement on the promotion of the ODA project was signed in Myanmar, it was an
opportunity for high-level officials from the Myanmar side to confirm their willingness for
the partnership and project promotion of the ACC through their visit.

After the senior officials from the MORAC visited the ACC, a training workshop in which
two officers from Myanmar came to Korea. The two officers’ task revolved around the
development of the cultural resource management system and joined the IT team of the ACC,
acting on the invitation from the Korean side, the visit lasted two weeks at the end of 2019.
This workshop was the first opportunity for the Myanmar technical staff, the Korean IT and
Humanities team to collaborate. Through this workshop, the Myanmar technicians
understood the operating structure of the cultural resource management system, and the
Korean partners were able to clearly understand the IT level of Myanmar technical staff and
the process of local research and cultural resource management of Myanmar. Since this
training workshop was held in the winter, the technicians from Myanmar had no choice but
to experience the cold they had never experienced, but the workshop was able to proceed
with the warmest welcome and consideration of the Korean humanities team composed of
cultural anthropologists.

Training for the realization of the master plan and the cultural resource management
system were conducted in Yangon, Mandalay, and Naypyidaw, from the end of January to
early February 2020, before the global spread of Corona-19. Since this was the time when the
draft of the Myanmar Cultural Development Master Plan was already confirmed, the
working-level staffs of the MORAC in Myanmar were able to participate in the training with
awareness about the five strategic programs. In addition, since the MCHMS was almost
complete, finding errors in it and precisely checking the reasons for them was the task, so the
on-site training accurately met the needs of both cooperating nations.

Hl!lll“llulum \

i s

Photo 3. Myanmar Ministry of Religious = Photo 4. Myanmar Ministry of Religious Affairs
Affairs and Culture Invitation (Gwangju) and Culture Practical Training (Naypyidaw)
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In summary, the 6 capacity-building training programs for the MORAC accurately
identified the needs of the recipient country through various stages of formal consultation
and agreement (request for ODA, basic design service, and minutes of agreement). It was
also possible to support customized capacity building programs for high-level and working-
level officials participating in the project. In addition, the Korean partners’ rapport
approaches to cultural ODA projects made it possible to gear towards responding to the
possible discomforts in the process of ODA project from our Myanmar partner. Always
taking into account the utmost respect for cultural differences, the cultural ODA project was
able to move forward with training programs and dialogue driven workshops.

II1. Expandability of perspective from the establishment of Hub City
of Asian Culture

In the preceding introduction, the ACC was established and operated to function as a
center for the Hub City of Asian culture. Since the ACC was established to fulfill the core
functions of the Hub City of Asian culture, the detailed programs of the ACC need to be
operated with the mission of how to contribute to the establishment of a hub city of Asian
culture rather than with the focus on the successful functioning of the center itself. For this
reason, the following four areas are considered to be the main ones of the ACC: D research
of Asian culture and construction of archives @ international exchange and cooperation (3
exhibitions, performances, creation, production and distribution @ citizen education and
expert training education projects are linked and connected to each other and the projects
should be planned and operated from the perspective of hub city of Asian culture.

Under this background, in order to establish the ACC's ODA project to be more ideally
planned and operated, it is necessary to connect and link with core projects inside the center,
and culture and arts institutions, universities (from the perspective of establishing a close
cooperation network with departments, research institutes, BK project groups, HK project
groups, and Link project groups), I would like to examine how the major projects of the ACC
can be expanded in connection with ODA projects. To this end, among the center’s projects I
will only look into the areas® of Asian cultural research and digital archive construction,
international exchange and cooperation, creation and production of cultural contents, and
development of cultural products based on cultural resources. In addition, I would like to
discuss how the ACC's cultural ODA project can build a network and expand its projects with
culture and art institutions, organizations, and universities, which are major partners of the
Hub City of Asian Culture.

1. Possibility of expanding programs based on major projects inside the National Asia
Culture Center

(1) Asian culture research and development of digital archive construction programs

10 The review and analysis of this was based on the data from the 2019 Self-Assessment Report for evaluating
the Asia Culture Center responsible operating institution, which is considered to be the most recent data, and the
2019 Hub City of Asian culture White Paper published by the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism.
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The Asia Culture Research Center of the ACC is the organization whose function is to
research on Asian cultures and to establish and operate the archives of cultural resources.
Asian cultural and arts resources researched and collected by the Asian Culture Research
Center are used in various ways within the Center. According to the “2019 Hub City of Asian
Culture White Paper,” the research on Asian cultures of the Center began in 2005. Regionally,
it was mainly conducted in Southeast Asia and Central Asia, and the themes were ecology,
stories, patterns, dance, music, ethnic minorities, festivals and rituals, intangible cultural
heritage, carpets, food culture, spaces (shelters), etc. Research has been conducted on a
variety of topics. '"ACC R Fellow," which has been in progress since 2015, is a residency
program for visiting scholars and introduces their research results published.

On the other hand, the ACC is building the 'Asian Culture Archive' in order to respect the
diversity of Asian cultures, to discover and preserve values, and to provide basic data for the
reproduction of contents (2019 Hub City of Asian Culture White Paper, 108). The cultural
resource archives are serviced through the Center's website and the Library Park of the
Cultural Information Institute, and the archives homepage includes specialized thematic
collections (Asian photography, Asian performance art, Asian modern and contemporary
architecture), donated collections (Asian Tower, Ji Chunsang folk materials, Jeongchu's life
and music materials, Nusantara Collection!) and the Center’s materials. As of 2020, about
140,000 Asian cultural data have been collected (2019 Hub City of Asian Culture White
Paper, 107). In terms of content production using cultural resources, the research and
archive data of the Asian Culture Research Center are mainly displayed through the
exhibitions of the Cultural Information Institute's Library Park and the Cultural Creation
Center.

It is expected that the research and archive construction programs can be carried out in
connection with the Asian Culture Center ODA in the following way. First, it is to present the
direction and specific implementation strategies for new projects based on research results
and research on new ODA topics, detailed program composition, and partner country
selection. Second, the ODA program to support the inscription of world heritage and
intangible cultural heritage of humanity in developing countries, and support for cultural
heritage research and inventory making is operated. Most of the governments of developing
countries in Asia are pursuing national integration based on cultural heritage and
establishing government policies to establish national identity through this. Support for
research for the inscription of UNESCO World heritage sites and intangible cultural heritage
of humanity is generally welcomed by the governments of developing countries. It is judged
that this project should be operated as a part of the ODA program that supports cultural
competency rather than an individual ODA program.

(2) Development of international cooperation programs such as Asian art community
and MOWCAP*2 project

1 *The Nusantara Collection consists of materials collected from the Netherlands in the 17th and 2oth
centuries. On November 20, 2017, the Asia Culture Center signed a agreement with the City of Delft in the
Netherlands for the Nusantara Collection, and received about 7,500 documents from February to April 2018
(source: ACC Archive homepage).

12 MOWCAP stands for Memory of the World Committee for Asia and the Pacific and signifies “Regional
Committee for Asia Pacific for the Memory of the World.” After signing the first business agreement with
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The ACC was founded to establish a cooperative network with Asia by regions, focusing
on specific arts fields (story, traditional music, dance, etc.). Even before the opening of ACC,
the promotion team for developing a hub city of Asian culture was operating Korea-Asian
culture ministers’ meeting and Asian arts communities by regions in Asia. The Asian Arts
Community Project, which started in 2009, consists of the Asian Story Community, the
Asian Traditional Music Community, and the Asian Dance Community, and has held several
regional cultural ministers' meetings's to effectively promote the project. The regional
cultural ministers’ meetings in Asia include the Korea-Central Asian cultural ministers’
meeting, the Korea-South Asian cultural ministers' meeting, and the Korea-Southeast Asian
cultural ministers' meeting. The establishment and operation of the Asian Storytelling
Committee focusing on the Korea-Central Asia, of the Asian Dance Committee focusing on
Korea-South Asia and of the Asian traditional music committee focusing on the Korea-
Southeast Asia had a positive influence at the government level. Based on these meetings,
international cooperation projects by region and theme have been promoted.

The Asia Storytelling Committee (Korea-Central Asia) has considered Asian myths,
narratives, and stories as cultural resources that can be the basis of cultural content
production over the last 10 years. It has been running research, translation, publication,
screenplay competition, and story picture book publishing, a story-based performance
production program. The Asian Traditional Music Committee (Korea-Southeast Asia) has
also operated various programs related to orchestras for the last 10 years, operating the
“Asian Traditional Orchestra,” consisting of traditional and traditional instrument players
from member countries. The Asian Dance Committee has been working hard to promote
cooperation between Korea and South Asian countries on the theme of dance. Considering
that the member states consist of Korea, ten Southeast Asian countries and 3 South Asian
countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka), it is evaluated that their cooperation was made
on the basis of the performance of dance rather than the cooperation by regional basis.

The cooperative project between the ACC and Memory of the World Committee for Asia
and the Pacific (MOWCAP) began in 2016 and is considered as a relatively new project. This
project supports the protection and accessibility of the Asia-Pacific Memory of the World
centered on cooperation with the UNESCO headquarters and the Bangkok Office, the
regional office of the Asia-Pacific region. The detailed programs include the aids for the
protection activities of Memory of the World (Small Grant), the support for publication
related to Memory of the World, holding a general meeting of the Asia-Pacific Committee for
MOWCAP and supporting the activities of the Chairperson. Since the ACC is updating its
business agreement with the MOWCAP every three years, it is developing a strategy for
cooperation in this program every three years.

The Asia Storytelling Committee, Asian Traditional Music Committee, and Asian Dance
Committee, which are the cooperative institutions of the ACC's intergovernmental

MOWCAP in 2015, the National Asia Culture Center has been running a cooperative program to protect and
enhance accessibility in the Asia Pacific region since 2016.

13 The Korea-Central Asian Cultural Ministers Meeting was held in 2012 and 2015, where Korea and the five
Central Asian countries, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, gathered in 2012
and 2015. The South Asian Cultural Ministers' Meeting consisting of Korea, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka was
held in 2014 and 2016. The Korea-Southeast Asian Cultural Ministers' Meeting, where 10 ASEAN countries and
Korea gathered, was held in 2013.
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committees by region and subject in Asia. They are the best networks for international
consultation, negotiation and promotion for the development of cultural ODA projects. It is
necessary not only to pay attention to the promotion and development of individual projects,
but to look at traditional music, dance, and narrative resources from the perspective of
cultural heritage and cultural resources. After reviewing UNESCO policies and cultural
policies of each country in detail promoting strategic proposals for ODA projects to partner
countries are suggested. In reality, it is not possible to carry out ODA projects with all
countries, so it may be good to promote cooperation with countries that are the most
cooperative. To this end, specific working-level consultations could be made with the Asian
countries' ministries and arts institutions.

There is a possibility that the joint project with the MOWCAP can be expanded in
connection with the cultural ODA. Among UNESCO's heritage programs, activities to protect
world heritage (1972) and intangible cultural heritage (2003) are being executed by
intergovernmental conventions, whereas memory of the world (MOW) is operated by the
guidelines (1995) rather than the intergovernmental convention (UNESCO Korean
Committee website). This means that the safeguarding activities of memory of the world are
relatively weak in terms of financial support and activities compared to world heritage or
intangible cultural heritage programs. However, as the fragility of support for activities does
not mean that cultural and national activities are comparatively neglected, developing
countries in Asia are working hard to add their MOW to the Asia-Pacific lists and World lists.
Taking this into account, the ACC will be able to develop ODA projects and create cultural
and visible effects through cooperation with UNESCO headquarters, Bangkok offices and
governments of developing countries in Asia.

(3) Development of cultural contents and cultural product linkage programs

Since its opening in November 2015, the ACC has not been able to easily reveal the
results of research activities on Asian culture, but the areas where results are most visible are
exhibitions, performances, creation and production, and cultural products development. In
commemoration of the ASEAN-Korea Special Summit and the ASEAN-Korea Special
Cultural Ministers' Meeting held in 2019, the creation and production exhibitions was
praised as the productive work of application using the common cultural resources of Asian
countries and cultural technology (Jeonnam Ilbo, 2019.10.24). In recognition of these
achievements, the ASEAN-Korea achievement project was re-exhibited at the ASEAN
Cultural Center established in Busan as cultural contents bridging Korea and ASEAN
(JoongAng Ilbo, June 4, 2020).

In addition, examples of producing cultural contents using cultural resources from Asian
countries include the "Takti Bahhi' exhibition, which restored a Pakistani pagoda into virtual
reality, and the ‘Manas’ exhibition produced based on the oral epic 'Manas', a Kyrgyz hero
inscribed as a Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, a series of
Asian storybooks published using story resources from five Central Asian countries,
Mongolia, India, and Azerbaijan, performances based on Asian stories, 'Kalanamu
(Kazakhstan),' Little Musician (Uzbekistan), ‘When will the new year begin (Kazakhstan),’
and Sulusou in Issyk-Kul Lake (Kyrgyzstan). Since there are countless examples of contents
produced by the ACC using Asian cultural resources, this study introduces only a few of the
contents produced based on cooperation with Asian countries.
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Cultural Products of Asia Culture Center

Developmentof cultural products using local resources
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Figure 5. The case of the development of cultural products utilizing regional resources
of the ACC (source: ACC introduction)

The ACC has made several attempts to develop cultural products and distribute them to
the market using regional resources of Korea and Asian countries. Although not conducted
through market distribution, there is a case of making petroglyph chocolate for participants
of the 2018 Asian Literature Festival using Mongolian petroglyphs surveyed in Mongolia
before the opening of the Center. The development of cultural products through cooperation
with excellent designers from Gwangju and the development of cultural products through
cooperation with craft masters of Gwangju achieved results through market distribution. The
case where the Azerbaijani carpet craftsman participated in the cultural product
development residency of the Center and tried to develop the cultural product is considered
to have been an experimental attempt necessary for the Center to promote the cultural
product development ODA in the future.

The experiences and achievements of the ACC examined so far could make a contribution
to the co-production of digital cultural heritage by utilizing Asian cultural resources and
cultural heritages, and the use of regional cultural resources of Asian countries or cultural
product development programs in which Asian artisans participate. It shows that it can be
sufficiently promoted as an ODA project.

2. Expansion of cooperation with culture and arts institutions and universities in
Gwangju

In order to promote the development of the Hub City of Asian culture, cooperation with
Asian and global partners beyond Korea must be executed. At the same time, the regional
scope of the project is Gwangju Metropolitan City, which is a cultural and artistic institution
that is active in Gwangju City in conducting the program. It means that cooperation with
organizations and universities should be considered first. From this point of view, I believe
that the ACC, unlike other ODA implementing agencies, should develop in the form of the
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public-private partnership governance. To this end, I would like to briefly examine the
possibility of developing a joint project with an institution belonging to the Gwangju Cultural
Institutions Council* and universities in Gwangju.

(1) Expansion into cooperation projects with member organizations of the Gwangju
Cultural Institutions Council

The biggest common goal of the Gwangju Cultural Institutions Council consisting of
museums and art galleries, culture and art promotion institutions, research institutions,
performance halls, convention institutions, and visual arts and technology-related
institutions, etc. is to establish the Hub City of Asian Culture. I classified the organizations
belonging to the council into three categories according to their characteristics. Among them,
institutions classified as museums, art galleries, and performance halls can jointly develop
and operate a training-type cultural ODA project where curators belonging to the ministry of
culture of Asian developing countries and local government officials could visit and receive
training. In addition, joint planning could be made so that the relevant institutions are to
operate a third-party ODA project through the ACC with similar institutions in Asian
countries. ODA projects with promotion and research institutions could be conducted in the
form of cultural content development, cultural resource-based product development, and
cultural resource development tourism product development. In particular, the Gwangju
Design Promotion Institute would promote the design development of cultural products in
developing countries in connection with the ACC and the Gwangju Jeonnam Institute would
be able to cooperate in research and development on the entire cultural ODA of the ACC.

Museums, art galleries, and performance venues: Gwangju National Museum, Gwangju
Museum of History and Folklore, Gwangju Museum of Art, Gwangju National Science
Museum, Gwangju Biennale, Gwangju Culture and Arts Center

Promotion and Research Institutions: Gwangju Cultural Foundation, Gwangju Tourism
Foundation, Gwangju Design Promotion Agency, Gwangju Information and Culture
Industry Promotion Agency, Gwangju City Citizen Media Center, Gwangju Jeonnam
Research Institute

Others: Kimdaejung Convention Center, Gwangju Techno Park

(2) Confirmed as a cooperation project with universities in Gwangju

The development and operation of ODA projects with universities located in Gwangju is
expected to have great effects. The source of the ODA project will be received by developing

14 The Gwangju Cultural Institutions Council was formed to successfully lead the business of creating Hub
City of Asian Culture through organic cooperation among cultural organizations in Gwangju and to enhance the
brand image of Gwangju. Organizations affiliated with this council are Gwangju Cultural Foundation, Gwangju
Design Center, Gwangju Jeonnam Research Institute, Gwangju Biennale, Gwangju Museum of Art, Gwangju
Information and Culture Industry Promotion Agency, Gwangju City Citizen Media Center, Asian Cultural Center,
Gwangju National Museum, Gwangju Culture and Arts Center, There are Kimdaejung Convention Center,
Gwangju City Folk Museum, and Asia Culture Center. This council operates cooperative projects for each
institution, such as establishing an organic network of cooperation with cultural organizations in the region
through regular councils, cultural policy development and discourse formation through policy forums, joint
operation of University student internship programs (Gwangju Cultural Foundation home page).
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countries in Asia, but a lot of manpower is required in the process of operating the project. In
the process of planning, development, operation, and evaluation of the ODA project, a group
of experts by subject and region is required, and there is ample room for operation from an
educational perspective with the participation of the best experts, so the departments of
universities located in Jeonnam and Jeonbuk beyond Gwangju, various attempts can be
made with the BK project groups, which focus on the education and training of graduate
students, the HK project groups, which focus on the development of humanities, and the
Link project groups that promote the training of human resources based on industry-
university cooperation.

In terms of research on Asian culture, cooperation with regional major departments, BK
project groups, and HK project groups of regional universities is possible, and cooperation
with Link project groups, which provides a more practical approach in terms of cultural
content production and international distribution, is possible. Since the project must be
cooperated from the planning and designing stage, there is a possibility that universities may
not have the attractiveness of promoting joint projects in the early stages of the ODA project.
It is necessary that the ACC is to be more active in making cooperation with local universities
with the positiveness and the vision of ODA projects. Cooperation between the ACC and local
universities would proceed in the direction of nurturing local manpower. This will be
promoted in the direction of revitalizing local universities and the ACC whose primacy is
people-centered.

Directions of Hub City of Asian Major project ODA project

Cultural DevelopmentPlan characteristics of ACC characteristics of ACC

* Promote balanced national S Dasearh A e * Support for strengthening cultural
development through Hub City of Ordbonof Cilieal Contenis capacity in developing Asian
Asian Cufture Development countries

Cooperation with Local Culture, Arts Institutions and Local Universities

<Cooperation plan with local culture and arts institutions> < Cooperation plan with local Universities >

1. Planning, operation, and evaluation of new ODA projects with

1. Joint development of Asian cultural resources-based contents, e
local Universities

U2 PIUCHCSS AIG OIS B 2. Cooperation between the Department of Regional Studies, BK

2. ODA development and operation of the museum, art gallery Project Group, HK Project Group and LING# Project Group

centered fraining type (BK: Brain Korea 21, HK: Humanities Korea)
3. Research and development cooperation onthe overall ODA of 3 promotion of fostering local talent through cooperation in cultural
the Asia Cultural Center ODA projects

Figure 6. Direction of ODA in cooperation with the region from the perspective of
establishment of Hub City of Asian Culture
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IV. Conclusion: Some Suggestions for ACC-type Cultural ODA Project

This study was conducted starting from the founding of ACC and its operation to the
viewpoint regarding the creation of the Hub City of Asian Culture and the significance of this
perspective. (1) The cultural ODA project is to support Myanmar's cultural competency
enhancement, prompted by the ACC to analyze performance based on indicators and
experience. (2) The possibility of the Cultural ODA project of the ACC is to be expanded in
connection with major programs within the ACC. (3) In cooperation with local culture and
art institutions and universities nearing the Hub City for Asian Culture, the study examined
cultural ODA effects.

Through a detailed review in 'Chapter 2 Asia Culture Center's Cultural ODA Experience
and Achievements and 'Chapter 3 Possibility of Regional Cooperation from the Perspective
of Creating an Asian Cultural Center City' the study, propose the following several strategies
for the ACC's cultural ODA.

First, due to the nature of the cultural ODA project promoted by the ACC, it is necessary
to prepare with close proximity with partners from the beginning of project discovery. The
cultural ODA project is promoted with the purpose of developing a specific part of the
cultural domain in the partner country, such as the development of the cultural resource
management system. As a result, from the time of receiving the official request of ODA,
feasibility study, basic design service, and minutes of agreement from the partner country;
the ODA project needs the full cooperation of the partner country. Cohesive understanding
of mutual respect is necessary from the beginning of the project formation.

Second, the start of the ODA project is initiated from the perspective of R&D in the
cultural field of the partner country. As from the case of the Myanmar project, the
development of the cultural resource management system and the cultural development
master plan required an understanding of the Myanmar culture from the beginning. Project
planning based on historical knowledge of Myanmar and the current political climate start
from the R&D.

Third, cultural ODA projects need to be promoted in connection with major core projects
of the ACC. The ACC is being operated based on a cycle of creating and producing cultural
contents after research, as well as research on Asian culture for the establishment of archives.
Only when the cultural ODA project is linked with major internal programs of ACC, it can
further develop stable support for those developing countries by anchoring a successful
model.

Fourth, considering that, the cultural ODA project of the ACC was started from the
perspective of ‘successful development of the Hub City of Asian Culture’; the possibility of
expanding the ODA project through cooperation with culture and art institutions and
Universities in Gwangju and Jeonnam Province should be secured.

It is clear that the proper accomplishment of cultural ODA promoted by the ACC lies in
the satisfaction of the partner countries through the achievement of detailed-tasks and
project objectives. To this end, the process and method of the ODA project must be cultural.
When it comes to cultural ODA, its approach and methodology must be cultural, because it
deals with cultural subjects and fields.
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