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A Study on the relationship between Spatial Expression & Emotional Character

- based on the psychological healing theory of Marks Liischer -
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find the complementary idea of the psychological elements in aesthetic expression of

architectural space in the sense of healing. Marks Liischer, the swiss psychologist suggested reasonable categories of

emotional character according to the couple combinations among Content, Self-Esteem, Confidence, and Liberty. His theory on

healing is not only the concept but the practical method to understand and control the conflict hetween contrary elements of

emotion. Compared to the Freud’'s objective theory of cause and consequence, his idea is focused on the subjective and

autonomous harmony. This theory based on complementary idea is applied to psychological attitude of architects on Spatial

Expression in this study. Refuge, Prospect, Flow and Void are assumed as equivalent spatial elements to the four major

emotional conditions suggested by M.Liischer. The couple combinations among them also characterize the architectural

characters definitely and it is expected to be the reasonable criteria in analysing aesthetic value and motive of creating

human space.
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