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Abstract

According to the 2005 Korean census, the 65 and over population now exceeds 9.5% of the total population and is growing

rapidly. Meeting elderly environment and care needs of this rapidly growing segment of the population becomes a major

challenge for public policies and planners. Since great deal amount of elderly will reside in their houses, aging in place concept

becomes important. For the success of aging in place, the quality of individual house unit, community support systems, and

quality of senior center of the community are crucial. Since elderly environments and facilities serve not only medical and/or

care programs but also social activity program in aging society, senior centers need to promote social activities and other care

programs. The purpose of this study is to analyze characteristics of environmental affordance of a well received senior center

in Tokyo, Japan. In order to analyze the characteristics, Murtha & Lee user benefit criteria and Lawton’s environmental

affordance approaches were used.

As results, design characteristics and interior elements which provide environmental affordance were enumerated by type of

space. Based on needs and user benefit criteria, those features were analyzed. This study shows design characteristics,

elements, and attributes which are well received and utilized by elderly users.
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