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Analysis on characteristics of intelligent home technologies development for the elderly
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Abstract

Increase of aging population and demands for care and support systems, needs and demands for a variety of care services and
housing facilities have increased. With the emergence of gerontechnology, tangible and intangible technologies and innovations
have been explored and developed in many countries. Since housing environment is very important to define well-being and
quality of life of the elderly, technology applications in the living environment are considered as important means. The purpose of
this study is to enumerate and investigate technologies for the elderly to assist daily living and help care providers, and to
explore technology applications in the built environments. This study also investigate how intelligent technologies are installed in
the built environment and physical consideration for a variety of approaches. The content analysis was conducted to investigate
technology developments for the elderly based on web materials and publication materials. The seven examples were chosen
since they are seeking technologies especially for the elderly or aging—in place. General goals for the diffusion of intelligent
homes expecially for the elderly are to be easy to install and remove, unobtrusive, redundant cueing, easy to use, and robust.
The results of this study suggest application considerations for the technologies of the built environment for the elderly.
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