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A Study on the Improvement of Patients’ Privacy in General Hospitals

- The Case of the Seoul Asan Hospital Renovation Project -

el AR 2

Park, Won bae Lim, Jin woo Moon, Jin ho

Abstract

Among the countless elements for healing environment in healthcare facility, 'privacy’ has been rather neglected in
general hospital designs in Korea. The fact may be due either to present situation of excessively crowded patients or to o
cultural origin which more stresses on the mass than on individuals.

However, as patient amenity has increasingly become important, privacy should be viewed as one of the key elements
in the general hospital design, in order to improve the quality of patient service as well as to compete with other r
hospitals. Also it is very important that those methods for privacy improvement should be not only theoretically correct t
but also practical enough to he compatible with medical efficiency, space availability or construction cost within a a
particular hospital.

The purpose of this case study is to present an actual examples to improve patients’ privacy adopted in the schematic
design of the Seoul Asan Hospital renovation project, along with comparisons with other hospital cases.
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