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A Study on the Residents’ Behaviors in Living Area of Special Nursing Homes for the Elderly
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Abstract

Nursing Homes are different from other medical facilities, because they have a living space. And most of residents in a

nursing home have dementia, therefore nursing homes are in control of outdoor activities for resident’s safety and most of

residents live in the living room at the daytime. The purpose of this study is analysis of spacial behaviors of residents in the
living room, and reflection of the analysis into the architectural plan of nursing homes.

There are two activities, individual activity and social interchange activity, in a living room and the role of a living room is
semi—private space that includes both of them. Most numerous activities are watching TV and take a eat. Activities are different
in accordance with the position at the living room. Individual activity and social interchange activity is same ratio in the middle

and the ratio of social interchange activities are more than individuals in outside of living room. but alcove use of private.

The types of living rooms are distinguished by combination of functions of livingroom, activity-room, and diningroom. The

activity of use of residents have been shown different phases following the types of livingroom. The type of combination has

been seen high rate of use and private activities and social communications are expressed evenly. The type of mixing has been

seen low rae of use, but two activities, the above, are equal. The type of separation has been seen not only low rate of use, but

also there has been only private activities.
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