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Research Trends of Healthcare and Welfare Facilities
-An Assessment of Korea Institute of Healthcare Architecture Journal-

Z =5 Kim, Duk-Su’

Abstract

This study analyzes the research trends and evaluates the specialized characteristics of the journal of Korea

healthcare architecture. Total 308 papers from 1995(Vol.1) to 2010(Vol.16) were analyzed by following seven

criteria: (1) research focus by analyzing the key words of each paper; (2) research method(qualitative and quan-

titative research); (3) research nature(practical/prescriptive vs. theoretical/normative); (4) research target(health-

care, welfare, and others); (5) researcher characteristics(position, major, and numbers of author); (6) supported

research(in-university, out-of-university, and out-of-pocket funds); and (7) international study. The research

findings include followings. First, research focus lies in the function of healthcare and welfare facilities.

Second, qualitative method is the dominant form of research. Third, practical/prescriptive research continuously

increases. Fourth, research target is mainly a healthcare facility, while the research of welfare facility is

increasing. Fifth, the considerable numbers of first author are graduate students. Sixth, out-of-university re-

search funds increase. Finally, international studies related to Japan are mostly published.
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