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A Study on the Characteristics of Residents’ Spatial Use of Common Space
in Care House with Residential Units in Japan

ZMER Kim, Suntae*

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to suggest design direction about common space of small sized residential
units for elderly housing in order to construct desirable residential environment. This research examines
spatial composition and the residents’ behaviors in three different types of residential units at intervals of five
minutes from 9:00 a.m. to 19:00 p.m.; and analyzes the characteristics of spatial use.

The following is the result. The using rate of common space is influenced by the atmosphere of residential
units more than healthy condition of the elderly; furthermore, the frequency of usage is also increasing
highly as mush as forming the lively atmosphere. In order to form the animated residential environment, it is
necessary to provide to various activities, such as cooking, eating, watching TV, leisure, hobby, rest, etc; and
the space must plan encouraging relationship with other people. Moreover, it is required to consider to each
of personal characteristics ingeniously, and manage to programs extending their durability in common space

of elderly housing.

AYE 101, AFE), FEFI, BS54, Aojahe2, Ak

Keyword elderly, residential units, common space, characteristics of spatial use, care house, japan.
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