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A Research on the Improvement of Dining
Space Design at Elderly Welfare Facility
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Abstract

Purpose : Balanced meal service is very important for the elderly to maintain good physical health.
Good food and comfortable dining environment is also important for the elderly to prevent
emotional depression. The purpose of this study is to investigate current problems of dining space
in Korean elderly welfare facility. De-institutionalizing dining environment of elderly welfare facility
will bring more meaningful social interactions among elderly users. Methods: Through literature
research and case studies of welfare centers in the US and Japan, Elderly Dining Space Checklist
was developed. Dining spaces of 11 welfare facilities in Seoul was analyzed by this checklist. It was
administered by interior designers as well as facility staffs to achieve more credible results.
Questionnaire for the elderly users of those dining space also prosecuted to broaden knowledge
for creating improved environment. Results: Dining spaces of elderly welfare centers are lack of
privacy and furnitures are not comfortable enough for the general users as well as wheelchair users.
Elderly dining space users are seeking more private and comfortable spaces for the social
communications. Implications: Dining environment for the elderly in Korea should develop more

de-institutionalized design concepts.

Keywords De-institutionalizing elderly dining space, Elderly welfare facility,
Social interaction space for the elderly
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2.2 Current Trends in Elderly Welfare Centers
Dining Space Design and Case Studies
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2.2.1 Gary & Mary West Senior Wellness Center
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[Figure 1] Dining Room and Cafe at Gary & Mary West
Senior Wellness Center
(source: http://www10.aeccafe.com/blogs/arch-showcase)

[Figure 2] Lobby and Activity Room Design
(source: http://www10.aeccafe.com/blogs/arch-showcase)

2.2.2 North Shore Senior Center

0= Y2|L0| F E=AEE(Northfield, Illinois)d| <|X|3t
North Shore Senior Center, Arthur C. Nielsen Jr. Campus&
2000 0f CHEtm EX[L{O| 3,720M? o &1 AEE J|=35}0]
QF FHRULE 1 US| EYES 8510 TH SU0| 7|s
0| gl 2F AW o|AR A E|QICk ML 20| AEE|E
(street)2| £9/7|2 EMs17| 9sf 7t2SS MKstD st
THE T 0|0 0| B7F Lf WekMS HAlstn ULt

ool Alg B2te 4
s|0|4 HEfo| 308 4§ Th53t BEo| 42 PRE 0| M
o| 7t otzoz HiX| { Zo| BEEE AIB3IT

S|
UL} O] HEC| £EF2 Ml S 0|20 7iH|et AE2|E )

<2
OH
N

ro

[Table 2] North Shore Senior Center, Arthur C. Nielsen Jr.
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o[%] Northfield,
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14) The American Institute of Architects, Design for Aging
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[Figure 3] floor Plan of North Shore Senior Center
(source: AIA, Design for Aging Review, 2004)
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[Figure 4] The wintergarden : atrium and seating area
(source: AIA, Design for Aging Review, 2004)

2.2.3 Senbon Plaza
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[Figure 6] Various dining and rest spaces

3. Welfare Center Dining Space for the Elderly in

Seoul
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3.2 Results of Space Checklist Evaluation of

Elderly Dining Space in Welfare Center
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[Table 6] Elderly Dining Space Checklist
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6. Conclusion
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