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A Study on the Guidance Signage System
of Outpatient in General Hospital
using Spatial Configuration Theory

- View from G.D.Weisman's Way-finding Influence Factors
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Abstract

Purpose: Signs that are installed at unnoticeable places or that disconnect before the destination

can bring errors of location information delivery. Therefore, this study aims to find out the spatial

relation between structure of space and signs in the perspective of visual exposure possibility,

operating arrangement and assesment by applying spatial structure theory. Methods: Effectiveness
of organization of guidance signs was evaluated after the four way-finding factors(Plan
Configuration, Sign System, Perceptual Access, Architectural Difference) that G.D.Weisman suggested

were interpreted by spatial structure theory(J-Graph analysis, Space Syntax, Visual Graph Analysis)
under the premise that it is closely related to the structure of space. Results: 1) Because the south

corridor that connects each department of outpatient division is located in the hierarchy center of

the space, and walking density is expected to be high, guidance signs need to be organized at the
place with high integration value. 2) The depth to the destination space can be estimated through
J-Graph analysis. The depth means a switch of direction, and the guidance signs are needed

according to the number. 3) According to visibility graph analysis, visual exposure can be different
in the same hierarchy unit space according to the shape of the flat surface. Based on these data,

location adjustment of signs is possible, and the improvement effect can be estimated

quantitatively. Implications: Spatial structure theory can be utilized to design and evaluate sign
systems, and it helps to clearly understand the improvement effect. It is desirable to specify design

and estimation of sign systems in the order of J-Graph analysis—Space Syntax Theory— visibility

graph analysis.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Background and Objective
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2. Spatial Structure Theory and Sign System
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In the Context of Space Syntax, Journal of Architectural
Institute of Korea - Planning & Design, 18(7), 2002.7, p.53.
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2.3 Weisman's Way-finding Influence Factors
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2) Yoon, Jiseon, 2008, A Study on the Analysis of the Factors

Affecting Patients' Way-Finding in the Hospital : focused on a

case of 'A" General Hospital, Master's Dissertation, Hanyang

University, Korea, p.8.

Choi Dahye ; Lee Jungkyo, 2009, A Study on the Guiding

Method of Visitor's Movement in Museum : Focused on the

Weisman G.D's Wayfinding Theory, Journal of Institute of

Spatial Design, 8(2), p.73.

4) Gibson, David, 2009, The wayfinding handbook: Information
design for public places. Princeton Architectural Press.

5) Smitshuijzen, Edo, 2007, Signage design manual. Lars Muller.

6) Lee, Yongsun ; Kim, youngook, 2011, A Study on sign
placement through spatial structure, Conference Proceedings
of Architectural Institute of Korea - Planning & Design, 31(2),
p.72.
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3) Sign System
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7) Choi, Yoonkyung ; Min, Byungho, 1998, A Study on the
Influence of Spatial Structure on Wayfinding, Journal of
Architectural Institute of Korea - Planning & Design, 14(7),
1998.3, p.55.
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3. Spatial Structure Theory

3.1 Background
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8) Shin, Jaewook, 2012, A Study on improvement of inducement
of consumer visit and visual cognition with sign system.
Journal of Digital Design, 12(3), p.117.

9) Downs, Roger, M. ; Stea, David, 1973, Cognitive maps and
spatial behavior: Process and products. pp.312-317.
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[Figure 1] Concept of J-Graph

3.3 Space Syntax
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[Figure 2] Concave Unit and Convex Unit

o

“space syntaxe= &7t9
2t
St
S}

ga|% 2xE 24, BYY
so|ct B7t0] HAHO|D Az e

[
RE 247 ©

o o rir
(o)
9 4 o
12 Hr
>
M Az
i
el L
=l
oo
oY
o
O
x
o mo 4>
o 1x 40 %

o
A

A
1x

$2
)
11

N ot
il
|0

N HU
>
rir
o
=
2
A%
ox
©
©
o
5
o]

=

=
S

Al ek
(=] <)

nie
o=
2
lo
rot

A

M
—_

0;
3o
i}

B
o

ks

(discriptive) S ZM Z 7t

1RES /8310 HHY 5
o
=

o Hl
Job ro

3]

l_OD\U

IE

0

tu

e

HO

e

re

[l

_C'J_I-

@

o

©

> 0

T

N

My

[0

b

Mo
bu re 4>

=2
|
pot [
m
rir o
o
rin
H—
|n
N
2
e
]
ox
mjo
k1
s
Ot
2
>
>t
1%
|0

HE HZAI(connectivity), EX E(control

value), ZTEE3 = (local integration)Q} Z+2 X| 2 (local) X|

Bt MM STt (global integration), =& & (intelligibility) 2t
2 Z9X(global) XA|HEE F&EE 5= QUCk

"AEV|E St= S7H0|| DTt AFTIX| A0 MY e AEfO
MERV|IE 2 Hol: S8, HEE, ENE7 =2 370
®O| O|8EICE Ol ZAVIE & I UM YetEe
B2 BH0| £l 3HEYE =2 3HE TR 0|52
S, X ZXMo 2T CH2 37+ & ote = A= 37HHA

10) Hillier, Bill ; Hanson, Julienne, 1984, The social logic of space,
Cambridge university press.

11) Kim, Seungje, 1988, A Basic Study on the Analysis of Space
Syntax. Journal of Architectural Institute of Korea - Planning
& Design, 4(3), p.155.
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3.4 Visual Graph Analysis
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27g5t= Ao|L.

12) Choi, Jaepil ; Baek, Seungho, 2002, An Analysis of the
Relationship Between Spatial Layout and Wayfinding
Efficiency In the Context of Space Syntax, Journal of
Architectural Institute of Korea - Planning & Design, 18(7),
2002.7, p.9.

13) Chae, Seoil, 2001, Social Science Research Methods,
Hakhyunsa

14) Turner, A., Doxa, M., O'sullivan, D., & Penn, A, et al. From
isovists to visibility graphs: a methodology for the analysis of
architectural space. Environ Plann B, 2001, 28(1) 103-121.

15) Batty, M. Exploring isovist fields: space and shape in
architectural and urban morphology. Environment and
Planning B, 2001, 28(1) 123-150.
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