http://dx.doi.org/10.15682/jkiha.2015.21.3.47

A Study of Architectural Space Organization
for the Promotion of Interactive
Conversations and the Design Application
for a Public Hospital Project
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Abstract

Purpose: While medical standard is rapidly improved, welfare of users and employees in hospitals

is not treated correspondingly. Intercommunication of hospital users is thought to be very

important for their welfare, and provision of conversation spaces within hospital environment needs

to be expanded by architectural design. Space organization methods for the design of conversation
space is to be embellished. Methods: Literature and hospital designs are analysed in order to

develop the basis of argumentation for the hospital conversation space. 15 hospitals are reviewed

and designed spaces for the intercommunication of the users are examined, Space organization

efforts and design experiments are identified, and 6 organizational methods are proposed such as:

1) reducing territoriality 2) flowing space 3) categorizing and separating spaces 4) height variation

5) contact with outside and 6) Sun-lighted space. Results: 6 organization methods are confirmed in

precedent hospital cases, and these proposed methods are applied in a new hospital design project

to verify their usefulness. Implications: A hospital design project is presented based on these

proposed methods of organization for the conversation space. Outcomes of this study can be

applied for the formulation of human intercommunication spaces in other facilities.

Keywords  conversation space, urban public hospital, Informal communications, space organization
methods
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1.2 Methods of Research
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[Figure 1] Flow of Research
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2. Conversation and Conversation Space

2.1 Definition of Conversation
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2.2 Principles of Conversation Space
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[Table 2] Fundamental Principles of the Conversation Space
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[Table 3] Characteristics of the Conversation Space
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3. Case Analysis of Hospital Wards and
Space Organizations

3.1 Cases of Hospital Wards
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[Table 4] Hospital Case Study
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Attaching or Differentiating

[Table 7] Categorizing and Separating Spaces — by
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[Table 9] Contact with Outside Environment
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[Table 8] Height Variation of Space
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[Table 6] Flowing Space -Track-Type Intermediating Space

[Table 5] Reducing Territoriality - Misalignment of Space
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[Table 10] Sun-lighted Space
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4. Design Application

4.1 Basic Design Concept
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[Figure 8] Share-ring Space in Patient Rooms
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[Figure 10] Massing Process
4.2 Scheme and Space Organization
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[Figure 11] Patient Room -Plan & Section
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[Figure 14] Front View

6F [ Patients space |
5F T PRIGIE Suacens B I

Operative Patients space

QenCy | Central Medical Traatment (AminisimianaSiwscing

[Table 12] Space Organization for Conversation Space
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[Figure 16] Perspective View of the Designed Scheme
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