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Changing Tendency of the Psychiatric
Hospitals’ Acute Wards for Return to Society

in Japan
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Abstract
Purpose: This study shows a changing tendency of Japanese psychiatric hospitals, presenting "Visions in Reform

of Mental Health and Medical Welfare", changed to "Hospitalized Medical Treatment to Living in the

Community" and reducing the number of beds since 2004.

Methods: This study uses a documentary survey, especially Jananese "Visions in Reform of Mental Health and

Medical Welfare System; and a field survey on hospital built for early treatment and return to society after

2004.

Results: Change tendencies of psychiatric hospitals are 1) diversification of isolation room and ward, 2) cluster

of patient's room, 3) phased organization of space, 4)individualization.

Implication: This study will be an important data for researching plan of Korea psychiatric hospital which needs

to change by global tendency.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Background and Objective
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1.2. Methodology
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2. Present Situation and Changing Tendency of
Mental Health Care System in Japan.

2.1. Visions in Reform of Mental Health and Medical
Welfare System
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[Figure 1] The Number of Psychiatry Beds and Overview of
Mental Patients
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[Figure 2] Diseases Distribution of Inpatients and Outpatients
(perl,000people)
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[Table 1] Recent Subject for Diseases
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a) Composition of Visions
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b) Functional Differentiation

[Figure 3] Reformation of Mental Health and Medical
Welfareb)
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2.2. System Changes and Facility Criteria
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3. Case Study of Mental Health Care Facilities

3.1. Introduction of Survey Facilities
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[Table 3] Outline and Character of Psychiatric Hospitals for
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3.2. The Characteristics of Wards in the Field Survey
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[Table 4] Characteristics of Ward in Example 1
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[Table 5] Characteristics of Ward in Example 2
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[Table 6] Characteristics of Ward in Example 3
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[Table 7] Characteristics of Ward in Example 4
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4. Changing Tendency of the Psychiatric Acute
Management Wards for Return to Society

4.1. Small Grouping and Cluster of Patient's Room
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[Table 8] The Characteristics of Patient's Room Cluster and
Wards of Hospital in the Field Survey
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4.3. Environments of Individualization and Single
Patients’ Room
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[Table 10] Patient's Room of Case 2
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4.4. Direction of Mental Health and Medical Welfare for
Return to Society
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[Table 12] The Change of Healing Environment
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