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Analysis of Local Community Spaces
Bringing Empty Homes back into Use

- Focused on Empty Home Utilization Project of Nam-Gu, Incheon
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Abstract

Purpose: This study is to identify the implications and improvement solutions to plan the local

community spaces bringing empty homes back into use that fit for regional characteristics, by

analyzing the Empty Home Utilization Project implemented in Nam-gu, Incheon. Methods: Among

20 homes sponsored by the Project, five homes being currently operated were analyzed in depth,

and features of exterior and interior spaces, and operational characteristics of the subject homes

having been renovated through the project sponsorship were examined. Results:

A plan is being

established to systematically manage deserted or empty homes by assigning classification to each

home in Nam-gu, Incheon and they are being utilized as a community space, a place of business

or a cultural art space. Most of the physical improvements only included minor repairs such as

redoing interior finish, as no major renovation was implemented including layout change and wall

removing. Absence of major changes including improvement of house structure resulted in

problems regarding accessibility and safety. Also, there was a limit to utilize the spaces only with

support on physical improvement cost for empty homes, and it was identified that positive support

for renovation should be conducted in accordance with its uses for the purpose. Implications: To

complete the Empty Home Utilization Project successfully, it is most critical to reflect the resident

opinions and demands, and discover local operators. Furthermore, for sustainable operation of local

community space, additional plans for support would be required including financial support and

training local leaders, consulting support for operation, encouraging community participation, and

connecting with neighbor community.
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[Table 1] Related Researches to Bring Empty Homes back
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[Figurel] Flow Chart of Empty Home Utilization Project
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[Table 2] Overviews of Empty Home Utilization Project in Nam-Gu, Incheon

NO | C{

1

13

g 59

20174 12

=3

| 233 4

o
=

=
=




4.3 Analysis of Empty Homes Utilizaing Project in
Nam-Gu, Incheon
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[Figure2] The location and surrounding environment of five
houses to be analyzed
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[Table 4] Physical Characteristics of Layout and Interior Spaces in Subject Homes
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[Table 5] Characteristics of Management in Subject Homes
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