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Comparative review of the guidelines for the infection prevention and
control in the cabin during flight

- Focused on the guidelines of U.S, Canada, E.U, Australia and China
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Abstract

Purpose: As communicable disease, COVID-19, pandemic strikes over the world, it is critically
bewared that air travel possibly be a major pass way to deliver the infectious disease virus.
Especially the airplane could be an unique environment to cultivate the virus spreaders. In order
to keep the continuous safe airway as well as the industry, related international associations and
organizations have been published the guidelines for the prevention and control the infectious
disease through the all aspects of aviation. By reviewing the guidelines, focusing on the in-flight
infection prevention and control, this study would not only inform a summary of the international
guidelines but also provide an essential and general consideration for related research or guideline
study. Methods: Guidelines of 5 major countries are reviewed, which has been seriously influenced
by COVID-19 : US, Canada, E.U., Australia and China. The items of the guidelines are re-categorized
as its similarity and structure by applicable cases. Results: The result of this study shows that each
guideline seems to share a major structure and issue such as identifying sick traveler, sick passenger
care, and cleaning even though that of China has a different since it used to consider the flight
conditions based on 3 levels of infection risk. For sick passenger care, the guidelines includes crew
safety, service level, sick passenger isolation, and cleaning. Implications: A published guideline as a
public manual could be to prevent and control the in-flight infection efficiently and promptly. It also
could provide a confidence of knowledge and educate for all users to prepare the in-flight
emergency as well.
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WHO : World Health Organization

IATA : International Air Transport Association

ICAQ : International Civil Aviation Organization

IFALPA : International Federation of Air Line Pilots’ Association
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CDC : Center for Disease Control and Prevention, US
USDT : United State Department of Transportation
PHAC : Public Health Agency of Canada

EASA : European Union Aviation Safety Agency
ausDH : Australian Government Department of Health
CAAC : Civil Aviation Administration of China
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3.4 Advice on managing the health risks from

3.3 Advice for aircraft operators for preparedness
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