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Abstract

Purpose: Problems related to the elderly's daily life, such as social isolation and absence of a place
to go, are already widely recognized, but there are few domestic studies or support policies for this,
and the elderly leisure welfare facilities provided by the state do not fully support the elderly's daily
life. There are studies related to the elderly's neighborhood environment and facilities, which can
be seen as the third place for the elderly in Korea, but these are mostly quantitative studies. In
order to talk about the third place for daily support for the elderly in Korea, a detailed study of
the use cases of the third place in Korea is needed. This study analyzes the third place of the elderly
in Korea and discovers the characteristics and components. Based on the detailed analysis of the
third place of the elderly, the characteristics of the third place of the elderly in Korea and the
elements constituting it are found to be able to represent the specific necessary environment of
the third place of the elderly. Methods: The research targets include 'A Mill' (located in
Jungnang-gu, Seoul), and 'Roadside in front of Villa B'(located in Dongdaemun-gu, Seoul), ‘C-dong
roadside park'(located in Dobong-gu, Seoul) within the range of repeated observations and
meetings among the places used as a third place for the elderly was selected. The site survey
consisted of in-depth interviews, observational surveys, and participatory observations. In-depth
interviews were held for a total of 5 months, from October to December 2019 and from April to
May 2020. Results: As a result, a total of 11 characteristics (adjacent to the residence, an open place,
an independent space, a comfortable place to stay, a pleasant space, safety is guaranteed, a place
that has been operated for a long time, a place that can be used autonomously, a place where
social exchange occurs, No financial burden, fun activities) was discovered. Implications: This study
is significant in that unlike the existing studies focusing on the use behavior of established
institutions or facilities, the elderly identified the necessary environment through their own created places.
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