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Utilizing Religious Facility Space for Neighborhood Elderly

- Churches for elderly welfare

HAZl* Cheon, Seojin | A®E** Seo, Hyun-Bo

Abstract

Purpose: Religious facilities often intend to contribute to surrounding neighborhood and local
community. While motivated by religious aims, churches can play a role in social welfare for elders
in local community. It is obvious that the role will be different from official social welfare services
from government and this study aims to examine the possibility of churches in the role of elderly
social welfare in terms of space and program. Methods: Researchers interviewed management of
four existing welfare programs by churces in order to understand operation of social welfare
program for elders by churches. The second step was case study of four churches in Suwon City
area. The potential for social welfare space use for elders was examined. Results: Researchers found
the role of churches in providing welfare relevant programs and services but its function is not well
established yet. Financial support is needed and another support is need from welfare experts.
Implications: While churches has not well established the role in elderly welfare in local
communities, churches can further develop welfare services utilizing space, manpower, and activity
programs.
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