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<ABSTRACT>

The Ngju Advancement of Gungye Regime and
Its Naval Activities

Shin, Seong-jae

This study was conducted to examine the NagjuGEM) conquest and naval
operations of Gungve(5%5) regime from the perspective of war history.
Previously there were some works on Hgjok(ZHk) who directed the social
changes during the Silla(H#)-Gorveo(SEE) transitional period and the
formation of Goryeo dynasty, with focus on military operations. However,
substantial number of those gave their atfention to Wang Geon(EfE)%s
Goryeo foundation and his naval activities, thereby faling to illuminate the
issue of marine operations undertaken during the Gungye regime. Such
question promoted the construction of this paper.

The treatise is divided into three chapters. The second chapter deals with
the political and military backgrounds of Ngju advancement of Gungye
regime. Some of the backgrounds were attributed to Silla-oriented military
operations from its early times, stereotyped invasion lines in central Korea,
friendly embracing of Ngu people, and Ngju's strategic values. Chapter
three was comprised of the contents of post-Naju domination naval plan
after AD. 903 and the pattern of sea-blocking campaign of the navy based
on that plan. These factors led Gungye regime to check the foreign and
military designs of the Later Baekje(#E#) and simultaneously expand its
sea dominance on the west coast of Korea.

Chapter four studied the sea-hattle significance of Deokjinpo(FEHET),
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which was the crucial confrontation between the two powers of Gungye and
Later Baekje and also was generated from Gungye regime’s expansion of
sea power. As a result of Deokjinpo, Gungye regime was able to completely
dominate the southwestern sea of Korea and took full control of the
development of events in the Later Three Kingdoms period. Later Baekje, on
the other hand, was obliged to alter its military weight from the navy to
the army, as the loser of Deokjinpo, so as to ultimately losing its chance
for national supremacy. The importance of Ngju region continued to beckon
Wang Geon even after he removed Gungve from power, to the day when
Gyeonhwon(#%%) used the Ngju route to seek asylum to Wang Geon. This
incident became the primary factor for ultimate unification of the three
kingdoms of Korea. Therefore, Ngju advancement and naval operations by

Gungye regime eventually became the solid foundation for the unification.

Key Words : Gungye Regime, Naju, Naval Forces, Naval Strategy, Battle of
the Sea Control, Sea Dominance Power, Battle of Deokjinpo




