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<ABSTRACT>

The Royal Troops Activities of Yangban from Mirvang
during the Japanese Invasion (1592 ~1598)

Byun, Kwang-seok

The Objective of the Royal Troops Activities was to basically defend the
residing areas of local people, even if it was to overcome the national-level
disaster in the end. In the Japanese Invasion (1592~15983), the leading
forces of the Royal Troops were primarily a stratum of local Yangban, while
their members were mostly the ordinary peasantry. As a landowner,
Yangban commanded a large number of subordinate peasants and organized
somewhat them to form the Royal Troops.

In Miryang where the foundation of agricultural economy had been
developed earlier, the control sphere of Yangban had been entrenched on
that socioceconomic foundation, This is why the Royal Troops in Miryang
Region were organized rapidly immediately after the outbreak of the war.
The Joseon Government had endowed the Royal Troops with many benefits
such as a supply of provisions, etc. in order to seftle the problem of
effective shortage.

It was the relations between masters and pupils, the kinship and the
territorial  relations of the Local Sgiok by which the Royal Troops'
commanders could carry out the military activities linking Miryang to its
neighbouring regions. These factors had played a significant part in the
organization and expansion of the Royal Troops.

During the Japanese Invasion (1592~1598), the Royal Troops Activities of
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Gveongsang Province were most vigorous among their regional activities.
There were many cases of local battles that the Royal Troops had joined
into immediately after the outhreak of the war, including the battles of
Jinju and Ulsan castles which the Royal Forces had taken the initiative or
the Relief Army of Ming, China had joined forces. Also, the join of the
Royal Troops had the advantage of doubling fighting powers.

The typical commanders of the Royal Troops from Mirvang were Park
Suchoon, Jo Leebok, Park Jongmin, Lee Young, An Sook, Jo Gaesang,
Song Unghyun, Jang Hyeong, Shon Kiyang, An Gukbo, Park Inrib, etc. On
the other hand the Royal Troops’' activities can be illustrated from the
battles of Ulsan-Gyeongju. Their commander was exactly Kim Tuaeheo.
However, many cases of smaller activities of the Royal Troops at
countryside had been performed independently of the Royal Forces.

In addition, the military actions of the Monk Troops under the leadership
of Sameongdong, a high priest from Miryvang, played a great role in
resisting against Japanese throughout the Joseon Dynasty. Especially, the
collections and offers of military informations and the breakages of strategic
routes for effective movement and munition supply by the Monk Troops had
helped to maximize fighting power before and after the second battle for
retaking Pyeongyang Castle. Also, as for Park Jin, Governor of Miryang at
that time, he had executed military capacities and carried out the prompt
collections of information on enemy, so that he gained great outcomes
strategically, even though he had failled initially to defend the Mirvang
Castle.

In conclusion, the Royal Troops activities of Miryang Region had been
developed by the arrangements of functional organizations in that region
and neighbouring districts. The foundation of the Royal Troops activities
can be found from socioeconomic backgrounds of the Local Sgiok who took
the lead of those activities. Therefore, the Royal Troops had been organized
by the material bases and the scholarly and personal relations of the Local
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Sgjok, and they had carried out effectively the surprise attacks and the
guerrilla warfare taking advantage of being well acquainted with traffic
routes and geographical features at actual fighting.

Key Words : The Japanese Invasion (1592~1598), Royal Troops, The Local
Sajok, Gyeongsang Province, Miryang




