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<ABSTRACT>

The Courses of Chinese Military History Research
since 1990

Kim, Kyoung-il
(Prof., Peking University, China)

Since 1950s, following the establishment of the People’s Republic of
China, research about the history of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army
launched under the Chinese Communist Party. Abundant resources were
collected before the 1980s and systems of study developed also. During this
period the focus on the military history covered from the creation of the
People’s Liberation Army to the Korean War. In contrast there was a
deficiency of comprehensive inquiries due to the international Soviet-U.S.
Cold War, ideological conflicts and domestic political situations.

From the 1980s reforms led to greater openness, and reevaluation of
national history, and inquiries into the wars and military actions of the
past have become lively as never before. If the 1980s was the transitional
period, the 19%0s to the present may be called the prime of the new
movement, In the latter period, issues which had long been deemed taboos
of scholarship began to be subjected to research. In particular, study on
the Guomindang Forces, the People’s Liberation Army’s fiercest opponent,
gained momentum in earnest, and the gaps of research began to be filled.
This provided for a chance to approach the history of the People's

Liberation Army from more objective and rounded perspectives.
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This paper surveys and describes, with respect to time periods, the
comprehensive military history researches did in the People’s Republic of
China since the 1990s, which include: modern historical inquiries
regarding the Sino-Japan War, the Red Army of Laborers and Farmers at
the time of the Land Reform War; the Eighth Line Army, the New Forces
Army, and the Northeast Anti-Japan Alliance during the War Against
Japan;, the Guomindang Army; the People’s Liberation Army during the
War of Liberation; and the Communist Volunteers’ Army during the
Korean War.

An examination of the characters and directions of military history
research during this period reveals increasingly objective and comprehensive
scholarship, unearthing of new primary sources and incorporation of fresh
methodologies, and a beginning of more tolerant, multi-view approaches to
subjects. It is also noteworthy that history and war history are receiving
much more professional attention. Also numerous weighty issues have been
selected as research projects by the government and relevant institutes,
whose abundance of researchers has achieved remarkable results. If the
research of the past were marked by total affirmation or total rejection of
ideas, from the 1990s on arguments and conversations have been
increasingly active among conflicting views. These conversations are mostly
taking place in the form of papers presented through military history
publications.

The military history scholarship in China since the 1990s, in summation,
is finding new directions as a discipline at once comprehensive in its
rounded approaches and specialized in its diversifying views. The quality of
scholarship is seeing more specialization. Also scholars in touch with the
flow of international academic community have appeared in a large number,
attempting studies that enhance the level of scholarship and widen the
academic scope.

Many problems remain to be solved, but the research of this period has
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undoubtedly brought much improvement in relevant expertise and its scope,
providing a needed tuming point in the historical inquiry into the Chinese
military.

Key Words : Sino-Japanese War, Land Reform War, War Against Japan,
Korean War, Communist Volunteers' Army




