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<ABSTRACT>

Condition of a Battlefield and a variation
of the Turtle Ship’s shape

Chang, Hak-Keon

Yi Sun-sin, who defeated the enemy in a naval battle during 7 years of
Japanese invasion of Korea in 1592, is a national hero. He invented the
Turtle Ship 1 year prior to the War and employed it in the War when the
War broke out. The Naval forces of the Cho Sun. Yi dynasty had poor
conditions for War preparation, such as lack of forces, elite troops, military
provisions, the rear support. Howerer, due to many victories at naval
battles, the Turtle Ship and Yi Sun-sin became a legend as the leading role
of a victory. In spite of becoming 'the leading role of a victory,, there is
not enough information about the Turtle Ship to study its strategy.
Therefore, behind the reality, the Turtle Ship is descended as a mystery
relics of history.

Turtle Ship is the beginning of an iron covering ship, according to
general opinion. is According to a book about Yi Sun-sin who created the
Turtle Ship, the book contains information about neither an iron covering
nor a drill knife. Because of that, it brings chaos in historical
understanding of the Turtle Ship. This chaos is due to a lack of
understanding of the fact that the Turtle Ship changes its shape as the
condition of a Battlefield changes. We understand that history changes as
time goes by, but we fail to notice that the Turtle Ship had been keep
changing its shape as the condition of a Battlefield changes. Instead of
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understanding the strategy of the Turtle Ship, which had been keep
changing its shape according to the changes of an international
environment, and the condition of a Battlefield, the Turtle Ship is beautified
and muystified as racial superiority was the priority. As the Turtle Ship is
restored according to the beautified and muystified theory, it does not match
with combat strategy, and strategy theory that are mentioned in a history
book.

In this writing, the writer tries to explain the wisdom of our people, who
tried to prepare for the condition of a battlefield, and an enemy's strategic

change, with a variation of the Turtle Ship's shape.

Key Words :Yi Sun-sin, Turtle Ship, a variation of the Turlle Ship's shape,
Condition of a Battlefield, Japanese invasion of Korea in 1592




