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<ABSTRACT>

A Comparison among CHOSUN -« MING :JAPAN's
Strategy Tactics in Imjinwaeran’s Sea-Engagement

Lee, Min-Woong

What are the factors that made Chosun naval forces achieve triumph
over major naval battles during Im Jin Wae Ran(Japanese invasion of
Korea in 1592) There could be many requisites including possession of
different weapon systems. However, maritime strategy and tactics are also
one of the important requisites.

Chosun had developed naval forces since the founding of the nation and
inherited the sea denial strategy, ‘Attack of enemy naval forces need to be
defended in the sea’, till Im Jin Wae Ran, the Japanese Invasion of Korea.
Based on defeating enemy naval forces 10 times out of 10 since the
beginning of Im Jin Wae Ran’s sea denial strategy, it has changed into the
sea control strategy by Chosun dynasty.

However, this kind of strategic change had led Won Gyun's combined
fleet to reverse at Chil Chun Ryang sea battle. After losing the sea battle,
the court of Chosun had even considered renunciation of naval defense, but
Admiral Yi put lots of effort on recruiting naval forces and naval supremacy
in the South Sea. Chosun naval forces dramatically defeated Japanese
forces for the first time in 2 months at Myung Rang sea battle which
collapsed Japanese Military-Navy joint attack strategy.

On the other hand, Japanese naval forces were very short of securing

maritime strategy such as naval supremacy since the beginning of the
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battle. They only applied naval forces in transporting military supplies.
They were not prepared for any battles against Chosun. This verified a lack
of their maritime strategy.

Introspecting their consecutive defeats, Japanese arranged detailed tactics
such as nighttime guerilla warfare and besieging enemy forces. They felt a
necessity for naval supremacy and built battle ships and commanded naval
forces. As a result, Japanese forces accomplished their aim by gaining a
victory at Chil Chun Ryang sea battle. But they stopped concentrating on
maritime operations because of their participation in NamWon Castle attack.
This caused a poor ability in maritime strategy and also provided time for
Chosun to prepare its naval forces.

Also, there was a difference in tactic of naval forces between Chosun and
Japan. Suppose Chosun naval forces have used a tactic of using firearms
and bow and arrows at certain interval, but Japanese naval forces have
concentrated on keeping volleys to supply tactical combats which was not
much different from the existing boarding tactics.

Although Chosun had lots of tactical changes in maritime denial and
control, there existed a fundamental maritime strategy which was to build
a stronger naval force in order to assure command of the sea. However,
Japanese only depended on military forces(naval forces in this sense) and
military supply without any maritime strategies which caused them to fail
to seize command of the sea and became one of the main factors of

completely losing in battles.

Key Words : maritime strategy, sea denial, ssa confrol, command of sea,
boarding tactics, temptation & using firearms tactics




