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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Fire Weapons of Joseon and Ming,
Japan in Imjinwaeran
(Japanese Invasion of Joseon in 1592)

Park, Jae-gwang

In the Japanese invasion of dJoseon in the King Seonjo of 25th(1592), the
Joseon Forces fought desperately against a firearms tactics to be used some
matchlocks of the Japanese Forces. In this war, the firearms played a
crucial role in the military situation of a total war.

As the Japanese Invasion of Joseonn (1592) broke out, the Joseon Forces
were defeated against the Japanese Forces's new tactics with matchlocks in
most battles. One of the reasons of these defeats was a discrepancy in
performances between the Joseon Forces's and the Japanese’s firearms. But
the major reason was that the tactics of the application to use firearms
were absent, in spite of saving many kinds of fire weapons for emergency.
At that time the general of Joseon army could not help losing the battle,
because they could not catch the performance of Japanese matchlocks and
they could not realize to the dangers of the new tactics.

In the meantime, the Joseon Forces realized the best way to cope with
Japanese forces in the land fight, is to introduce the technique of a
matchlock and to develop the tactics against the enemy. According to that
recognition, Joseon army tried to devise a countermeasure. But the most
urgent task to break through the war situation made them resist the

Japanese aggression with the old firearms for a while.
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Owing to successive victories of Joseon naval forces in a sea fight, Joseon
could successfully tide over their inferior military situation under difficult
condition. It was due to the Joseon naval forces artaining superiority of its
firepower to the Japanese naval forces. In those days, Geobukseon(Efl : a
battleship) and Panokseon (#xE#% : a battleship) were equipped with heavy
Wweapons.

Especially taking the chance that the recapture of Pyeongyang Castle by
the allied forces of Joseon and Ming(#]) on the early of January the
following year, Joseon could meet concretely with all kinds of firearms of
Ming Dynasty. Therefore Joseon government could not help throwing their
efforts into developing a new firearms under the influence of firearms of
Ming and matchlocks of Japan. Because it was impossible to officially
contact with Japan, Joseon have just mainly depended on studying the
looted gun and obtaining the information of technique from surrendered
Japanese soldiers and Japanese collaborators.

At that time, taking advantage of the surrendered Japanese soldiers has
been progressing passively and restrictively due to a hard-line policy for
them. As this policy was gradually modifyed, their high degree of use made
the introduction of firearms facilitated.

After one year, about on March of King Seonjo of 26th(1393), Joseon had
succeeded in making themselves familiar with the manufacturing technique
of a matchlock and Joseon was continuously transferred other firearms.

The matchlock were manufactured at *Hullveondogam "(FS#FE), and the
institution had disciplined the artillery. Meanwhile in local army, the
commander led the army, manufactured by imitation and used matchlocks
in a different way the central army. The representative figures were Kim
Shi-min (&R0, Kim Song-il($3—), Yi Sun-sin (F%E), and others.

After the Japanese Invasion of Joseon, the recognition on the scientific
technology of national defense grew up, such recognition accelerated the

development of the firdarms like Jochong( 5k @ Matchlock), Samanchong(=
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R85 : Three Barrel Musket), Baekjachongtong (EF85E : Musket), Hojunpo [
A Gun) e and published the manual of firearms and gunpowders.

Joseon established *Hullyeondogam*, a kind of military training institution
for steering his tactics effectively in order to face to Japanese tactics used
matchlocks from the introduction of Gihyoshinseo (0% E  a kind of book
was related to tactics or strategy of war) by Cheok gve-gwang(E#E)t) from
China.

Key Words : Imjinwagran( Japanese invasion in 1592}, Jochong(Matchlock),
Bullangg iGun), Hojunpo(Gunl,  Samanchong(Three Barrel Musket),
Paeljachongtong Musket}




