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<ABSTRACT>

Chosun’s Early-days Experience with Short-arm
weapons(48E8%) during the Imjin-year war period,
and the Publication of the "Muyae Jaebo(#&k#kzk)

Chung, Hae-Eun

This article was conceived in hope of determining the relationship
between (A) the Chosun dynasty's early-days efforts to newly integrate
short-arm weapons into its own tactical & military operations and (B) the
publication of the Muyae Jaebo which continued during the Imjin-year
war.

Admittedly, it seems fairly clear that short-arm weapons were far less
appreciated than the Jochong rifles at wartime. Yet short-arm weapons like
spears and swords, usually used in hand-to-hand fights or close-range
encounters, were also considered to be powerful and deadly weapons. They
were definitely feared by the Chosun or Chinese Ming troops, of which the
latter had already had a first taste of such weapons through occasional
incidents with the Japanese piracy. The Japanese short-arm weapons were
especially more fearsome, as in battle they were utilized in effective
coordination with Jochong rifles.

In the meantime, the military manual ‘Gihyo Shinseo( #fxi#2’, authored
by Cheok Gyae Gwang/Z71%, was introduced to Chosun after General Lee
Yeo Song(ZfifE)'s victory at the Pyeongyang-seong fortress in January
1593. Troops that were enlisted by the Ming government and recruited from
the Jeol-Gang/¥/i{L. region, were using both firearms and short-arm
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weapons, and demonstrated impressive effectiveness in neutralizing the
enemy while the Chosun troops were still not able to provide any kind of
defense. Surely there were spears and swords all over the region, but
arrows were still the most appreciated weapons in Chosun, and tactical
skills using spears and swords were not being learned or practiced that
much. So, Chosun decided to analyze the contents of ‘Gihyo Shinseo in
order to effectively respond to the Japanese threat. Muyae Jaebo was a
manual especially designed for that job, and to help the learners, the
manual provided pictures, annotations and also translations in Korean for
several sections(6 sections labeled as Gon ‘Bong/ {&#% -Deung Pae/fEh -
Nang: Seon/JR%E - Jang-Jaeng/F48 - Dang - Pa/BE# and Jang- Do/EJ]) of
the ‘Gihyo Shinseo™ text.

The publication of the ‘Muyae Jaebo was completed in October 1598,
which was the 3lst year of King Seonjo's reign and also the year that
marked the end of the war that itself was celebrated by the victory at the
Noryang battle(FE#158,) in November and the ensuing retreat of the
Japanese forces. At this point it had already been six years that Cheok
Gyae Gwang's Gihyo Shinseo’ was first introduced to the Chosun people.
The time spent in completing the Muyae Jaebo clearly suggests that it was
anything but a difficult job to apply short-arm weapons-related tactics to
the Chosun situation. Previous researches showed a tendency of interpreting
the introduction of the ‘Gihyo Shinseo as a direct sign of short-arm usages’
establishment in Chosun. Yet tactics involving short-arm weapons only
began to be actively practiced almost a year after the introduction of the
‘Gihyo Shinseo’, and before that only organizing troops(#&ffl) and training
them (L) remained primary issues of the Chosun army.

The most important meaning of the Muyae Jaebo', is that it was the
first military training manual ever published in Chosun and that it truly
laid out the ground work for the establishment process of short-arm

weapons usage in the Chosun peninsula, signaling a new era in combat
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tactics. Succeeding Muyae Jaebo', other manuals like the Muyae Shinbo( &
Bty and Muyae Dobo Tongji (BZEEEEEL) were also published, respec -
tively in 1759(35th year of King Yeongjo's reign) and later during King
Jeongjo's reign. The episode of King Jeongjo having a special copy of
‘Muyae Dobo Tongji bestowed to the legitimate successor(ZEilfa) of Han
Gyo(#&lB) certainly demonstrates the alleged importance of the text.
Researches examining the contents and meaning of Muyae Jaebo should
be more prominently conducted in the future, considering its important

relationship with short-arm weapons’ usage.

Key Words : Short-arm weapons, HanGyo, MuyaeJaebo, MuyaeDoboTongji,
GihyoShinseo, Imijin-year war




