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<ABSTRACT>

The Battle of the Yellow Sea and the Japanese
Naval Strategy during the early phrase of

Russo-Japanese War

Kim, Hyun-Chul

The hattle of the Yellow Sea engaged on 10 August, 1904, has a
meaningful implication in light that its results destroyed the Russian Far
Fleet and seized the control of the Yellow Sea. Nevertheless, the operations
during the first phase of the Russo-Japanese war has not been fully
appreciated until now. Thus, this article analyzes, by focusing on the
overall characteristics of the war from the outbreaking moment to the phase
of the Yellow Sea battle on 10 Aug 1904, how the Japanese Modern Navy
has planned the military strategy and tactics against the Russian Far
Eastern Fleet as well as how the Japanese Combined Fleet has made a
military operation in the Yellow Sea during the early phase of the
Russo-Japanese War.

From the beginning of the war, the Japanese Combined Fleet had to
destroy the Russian Navy at Yellow Sea and help the Japanese army land
the Korean Peninsula. After the surprise attack on the Russian warships at
Inchon, the Combined Fleet commander, Vice-Admiral Heihachiro Togo,
made contributors to this operation further attack the Russian Far Eastern
Fleet stationing at Port Arthur.

As the Russian battleships had not been attacking in advance the
Japanese Navy until the arrival of the Baltic Fleet from Europe, the
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Japanese Combined Fleet undertook a blockade of the Port Arthur. But the
blockade of the Port Arthur, But the blockade finally turned out to be a
series of frustrated operations.

When the Russian Port Arthur squadron under Admiral Vitgeft attempted
to break through to Vladivostok on 10 August 1904, Togo's warship waited
in a remote sea from Port Arthur to cut off the path of the Russian
warships. Fatally defeated in the Yellow Sea battle, the Russian ships alive
returned in part to Port Arthur, with some of them captured and destroyed
at the other ports.

Compared with the low-level military morale spread out and the defensive
military operation made in Russian Navy let alone the poor-conditioned
military  weapons equipped especially in Russian Far Eastern Fleet, the
Japanese Combined Fleet took a complete advantage of the high speed of
their warships, concentrating their fires on the enemy and making quicker
and more daring operations under Togo's excellent leadership and his
application of tactics.

As a result, despite a large number of mortally wounded soldiers and the
suffering of hreakdown of their several warships, the Japanese Navy gained
the supremacy near the Yellow Sea with the enjoyment of enough time
prepared at any against an expected Russian attack, enabling its army to

advance into the Manchurian area.

Key Words :the Russo-Japanese War(1904-1905), the battle of the Yellow
Sea on 10 August 1904, the blockade of Port Arthur, Japanese
Combined Fleet, Admiral Heihachiro Togo, the Russian Far
Eastern Fleet




