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<ABSTRACT>

Cavalry Engagements
Involving the Allied forces of Chosun and
Chinese Ming Troops

Suh, In-Han

The Imjin-year war broke out in April 1592, but the Chosun government
requested to the Chinese Ming dynasty for military aid only during May
when the defense perimeter at the Imjin-gang river was shattered. 5,000
Ming troops recruited from the Yodong/87% area were dispatched and
arrived at Chosun in July, but they quickly retreated after the assault upon
the Pyeongyang-seong/3 %A fortress failed. Later, admiral Lee Yeo Song( %
WH%) assumed control over the troops, entered the Chosun territory with 40
thousand cavalries and 10 thousand infantry soldiers under his command,
and resumed attacks and assaults upon the Pyeongyang-seong fortress for
three days, starting on January 6th 1593. This assault was the first and
also a resounding success for the allied forces of Chosun and Chinese Ming
troops(of which the number of soldiers mounted to almost 45 thousand).
The victory demonstrated an effective strategy of combining forces of the
(a) main cavalry forces and (b) infantry units that were utilized in a
relatively smaller scale yet in a more effective fashion. There were,
although, some ongoing conflicts between the cavalry units which were
hailing from the Northern areas and the infantry soldiers from the Southern
areas. But the battle at the Pyeongyang-seong fortress provided the allied

forces with a significant chance of turning the tides of war to their favor.
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And the battle itself also cast a distinet influence upon the results of other
engagements as well.

Almost 3 weeks later, a scout party comprised of cavalries from the allied
forces that were reconnoitering the nearby areas of and potential passage
ways to the Capital, encountered and engaged a small unit of Japanese
soldiers in a battle later named as the Byeokjae-gwan/®#|# engagement.
Considering the fact that only a small contingent of Nambyeong/
infantry soldiers unexpectedly proved their significant usefulness in
garnering a victory at the Pyeongyang-seong assault, Lee Yeo Song, who
was actually more of a leader of the Pukbyeong/dtt% forces, set his mind
upon proving this time the efficiency of the cavalry units. Moreover, an
ensuing victory from a minor engagement where merely cavalries were
involved, only fueled his rather misguided determination that led him to an
unfortunate defeat in which he was totally deceived and allured into a trap
with his guards. That defeat marked the first defeat in a battle fought only
with cavalry units, in a geographical situation where cavalry engagements
were simply neither efficient nor favorable. After this disastrous encounter,
Lee Yeo Song concentrated more on peace negotiations rather than actual
military engagements. The Ming force cited unfavorable geographical
features of the area in order to justify their own attempts at the retrieval of
their troops. In the meantime, the Japanese were provided with a welcome
relief time to reorganize their troops and boost their morale.

Later, the Japanese troops re-invaded the Chosun territory in 1597 when
all peace negotiations had failed, and newly targeted the Jeonra—do/ 2#E
province area. The following engagement to protect the Namweon-seong/ FaJ&
B fortress marked another example of a misuse of cavalry units inside an
undesirable situation for cavalry engagements that would hinder the
participants from using their own strengths. Aside a small group of Chosun
infantry soldiers, the main force of the engagements were the 3 thousand

cavalries under command of Ming commander Yang Weon/#%70, vet they
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failed again to put up a successful fight against the Japanese troops.

The Chinese Ming force, comprised mainly of cavalry units from the
Northern area, allied themselves with the Chosun troops in their conflict
with the Japanese, but with the exception of the Pyeongyang assault where
cavalry units and infantry soldiers joined their forces, the Ming troops
failed in achieving victory both in the Byeokjae-gwan and Namweon-seong

engagements, when they operated with cavalries alone.

Key Words: The Imjin-year War, Allied Forces of Chosun and Chinese Ming
Troops, Cavalry Engagements, Infantry Units, Close Encounters,
Defense Strategies in Isolated Fashions




