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<ABSTRACT>

Military strategy of Japanese Army during

the Russo-Japanese War

Cho, Myung-Chul

Japan made tremendous efforts to expand their influence on Korea, even
before the Sino-Japanese War in 1834, and its ultimate goal was to colonize
Korea. Their intent was clearly uttered in public. to the extent that the
prime minister gave an address regarding this in the opening speech the
Sino-Japanese War was one of the ample examples which revealed their
preoccupation on colonization of Korea,

After the victory in the Sino-Japanese War, Japan produced a new
discourse of expansion ‘maintaining the North and moving into the South’,
as opposed to the Russian-led Triple Intervention that kept Japan from
Manchuria and afflicted the hegemonic status of Japan over the Korean
Peninsular. However, compared with the established ones targeted to Korea
and China, this theory centering on Taiwan tumed out to be a temporary
alternative to the historical situation where they faced the great challenge
from Russia in Manchuria. Japan tried to take Amoi port by surprise in the
middle of the Boxer Rebellion, and could not succeed by dint of the strong
opposition from the Western powers.

Russian occupation of Manchuria after the Boxer Rebellion prompted
Japan to take immediate action against Russia since it become a great
threat in Colonizing Korea. Rather than negotiation with Russia, Japan
decided to make a military alliance with the British empire against Russia.



360 EH HOIFE(2004. 4)

At this juncture, Japan had to deal with Manchuria in order to
monopolize Korea. Thus, it was important that the Manchu question was
always interrelated with the Korean issue even before the Russo-Japanese
War. in this aspect, Japanese strategy of Manchuria should be considered
in conjunction with the Korean Issue.

During the Boxer Rebellion, various ideas were proposed within the
central politics of Japan, such as the one on the exchange of Manchuria
and Korea, or the division of Korea between Japan and Russia. As the
confrontation between Japan and Russia was more clearly visible after the
Anglo-Japanese alliance, the Japanese Army led by the headquarter of the
Japanese army and some senior military officers launched on the specific
military strategy of Manchu campaign against Russia.

The army’s strategy had been more specifically discussed as Russia
refused to withdraw its army from Manchuria. In May 1903, it was finally
set up with an offensive line, so-called Offensive Strategy of Manchuria,
brought out by the hard-liners the headquarter. It hypothesized that
Manchuria, not the Korean Peninsular, should be the main theater the
Japanese army decided that a kind of Blitzkrieg strategy most effective in
crushing down the main force of Russian army at the beginning stage.

The offensive plan and the discourse on and immediate war against
Russia were constituted as an almost official stance of the army when the
Chief of the General Staff proposed the plan in the imperial court. They
also offered a solid ground for those who fervently argued for warfare
against Russia. Even if the army did not take an officially aggressive
position toward war against Russia, their proposals and plans were, 1
believe, the integral elements that made great impact on the final decision

of Japanese government in the Russo-Japanese War.

Key Words : Japan, Russo-Japanese War, Military, Manchuria, strategy




