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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Stance and Role of the General Political
Bureau within the North Korean People’'s Army during
the Korean War

Ko, Jae-hong

The North Korean People’'s Army (NKPA) in the early stage of the Korean
War partially adopted into the System of Political Department peculiar to
the Soviet Army to include deputy commanders for political affairs or
'Culture’ as the Koreans phrase it. So, the Political Cultural Department
within the Ministry of the People’s Armed Forces (MPAF) was not operated
as an independent body, and there was not even the official link between
the party and the military. But the Political Cultural Department personnel
functioned covertly as an agent of the Korean Workers’ Party (KWP) Central
Committee.

The General Political Bureau (GPB) within the NKPA was established in
October 1950. Although normally under the control of the MPAF, the GPB
was actually under direct control of the KWP Central Committee,

During the Korean War, all political activities were under the jurisdiction
of the GPB. It was responsible for ensuring the political reliability of the
NKPA. It did so through the organization of party committees and front or-
ganizations throughout the NKPA hierarchy, placement of the KWP members
in key positions, planning political indoctrination, and supervision by assis-
tant political commanders and political departments.

Especially the GPB had a chain of political command separated from that
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of the MPAF extending to the lowest echelons of the NKPA. Heads of the
political department at each echelon of the NKPA had a status as the depu-
ty commander for political affairs. They reported not to their respective
echelon commanders, but rather regularly reported on the political morale of
the soldiers and the political measures undertaken to and receive directives
from head of the political department of the next-higher echelon.

Also, They could report directly to the KWP Organization Department on
the military commander’s anti-party activities, undiscipline, treason, efc.

What does this mean? The GPB personnel in the NKPA can be defined as
a watchdog, functioning on behalf of the KWP. Therefore, the role of the
GPB was to check the political challenges of commanders by failure of early
war and to make the NKPA led by Kim II-sung.

This has often been a source of tensions and conflicts between the
Political Officers and Military Officers within the NKPA.

Key Words:Korean War, North Korean People’s Ammy, Political Officer,
Commander, General Pdliical Bureau




