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<ABSTRACT>

International Circumstances in East Asia between 4th and
6th Centuries and the Foreign Policies of Koguryo

Kang, Sun

As Northern barbarians intruded into China at the end of the Western
Jin, it caused China to fall into chaos and the so-called period of the Five
Barbarians and Sixteen Kingdoms started. One of the most noticeable
barbarians around this time was Murong Xianbei tribe. Koguryo, on the
other hand, successfully drove out Chinese commanderies from the Korean
Peninsula using the chance of the tumulous time in China. Koguryo's
territorial expansion brought a tension to the neighboring kingdom, the
Former Yan.

One of the ultimate state goal of the Former Yan was to advance to the
Central Plain region. In order to achieve this goal, the Former Yan had to
deal with Koguryo first who could be a potential threat in the future. The
military attack of Former Yan against Koguryo succeeded partly due to the
failure of Kogurvo's Defense Strategy. In the meanwhile, Baekje, who took
advantage of this situation, intruded into Hoguryo and made King
Gogukwon die in battle,

Then, by a territorial expansion to the Chinese territory, the Former Yan
developed into the most powerful kingdom in North China. However, it was
soon destroyed by Former @in. Between the Former &in and Koguryo, there
was a peaceful relation, and it helped HKoguryo to regain the internal
stability and to develop its state system during the region of King Sosurim.
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Meanwhile, Northern China fell into trouble again as several Kingdoms
such as the Former &in, Later Yan, and, Northern Yan keep establishing
and perishing with a short time interval. It was during this time that
Koguryo could pursue external expansion policy.

The Northern and Southern Dynasties began as Northern Wei united
China. Koguryo chose an amicable relation with Rouran so as to constraint
the neighboring Northern Wei. The four powerful states including Koguryo,
Rouran, Northern Dynasties, and Southern Dynasties became to form the
major international relationships in East Asian around the mid of the fifth
century. By this time, Koguryo, who satisfied by the power balance between
those four states, started to expand southward to the Korean Peninsula.

King Jangsu moved a capital to Pyeongyvang and conquered Hanseong,
Baekje's capital, expanding Koguryos power to the middle of Korean
Peninsula. By this time, Koguryo emerged as the most powerful state in
East Asia with a large territory from the Eastern Mongolia to the middle of
Korean Peninsula.

Later, the Northern Wei was divided into the Eastern and the Western
Wei. Until the Swi unified China, Koguryo enjoyed a peaceful period for a
while. However, Koguryo showed internal trouble due to power struggle
among the ruling classes, and it resulted in the loss of the Han River

region to the allied force of Silla and Baekje.

Key Words ' Koguryo, Former Yan, Northemn Wai, Northern and Southem
Dynasties, Rouran




