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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Aspects of Civil-Military Relations in

Korean Society
- Focusing on the Civil Viewpoint toward the Military —

Song, Soo-yong

This study intends to undertake an in-depth research on the civil
perspective  toward the military which has played an important socio-
political role in Korea. In so doing, the objective is also to provide a
reasonable alternative for a desirable relationship between the civil and
military sectors.

The summary of this study is the following. Generally speaking, Korean
people assess that the military has contributed to both positive and
negative effects in political and social settings during the course of modern
development in Korea. A prominent negative viewpoint toward the military
is that the military had intervened in politics for a long time and hbrought
about authoritarianism in Korean Society as a result. Despite the fact that
the military has made every endeavor to hring about democratization and to
completely return its power back to the civilian sector since the 6th
republic, its historical yoke of political intervention is not yet to be thrown
off.

The gap between the civilian and military perceptions toward the North
Korea’'s military threat-related security issues, has recently become an
outstanding source of conflicts in Korean Society. These conflicts result

from the underlining civil distrust stemming from the political intervention
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committed by the military in the past.

It is perceived that the military has become exceedingly narrow and
closed-minded, having been isolated from the society for a long period of
time. The civilian sector requests that the military must establish and
develop an advanced defense system through transparent and open
administration. The society hopes that the military train the young
generation to hecome good soldiers, dedicating themselves to the nation,
and good citizen, respecting freedom and public order.

The aforementioned negative perceptions and requests on the military are
the historical products of the military role and activity. To overcome these
negative byproducts, The civil have to try to be broad-minded to the
historical fact of the military intervention to politics, and to be prudent to
the any types of absurdity and irrationality found in the military
considering officers’ honor. While the military should to respond to the
civilian sector's request of military reform. Especially the two sides have to
come to a common understanding to the security matters.

In this process, it is very important that the military takes the initiative
in developing a healthy and productive relationship with the civilian sector.
This is because the civilian sector can only form a positive perception and
build trust toward the military from observing their internal reform, since
the military does not and cannot impose changes outside of its domain, The
civilian sector genuinely hopes that the military would come closer to the
society by answering their requests through sequential improvement of

military culture.

Key Words : Pdlitical Intervention, Authoritarianism, Civi-Military Relation, Military
Culture, Civilized Control




