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<ABSTRACT>

Retrospect and Prospect at the Fifty-fifth Anniversary
of the Korean War

Chung, To-woong

It has been fifty-five years since the Korean War broke out. The purpose
of this paper is to widen the understanding of the war and illuminate its
significance from the perspective of the Twenty-First Century within the
context of world military history. It will deal with the importance of the war
in the history of warfare, the impact on world politics of the latter half of
the Twentieth Century, and military lessons drawn from the war.

The Korean War was the first conventional war occurring  during the
Cold War. The United States did not use the nuclear bomb in this war.
Thereafter the nuclear powers of the world have not fought any wars
between them, but have carried out limited wars by conventional methods
in which there was no possibility of nuclear collision.

The United States did not hesitate to intervene in the Korean War and
played a major role directing the nature and scope of the war, Establishing
the United Nations Forces in Korea, the United States carried out the war
within the boundaries of the Korean peninsula. Leading the anti-communist
crusade under the flag of the United Nations, the United States succeeded
in repelling the communist aggression on the Republic of Korea, although it
did not succeed in the unification of the country. The Korean War was the
critical turning point for the United States in taking the initiative in the
Cold War.

Kim II Sung and Joseph Stalin's adventure of war in Korea certainly



6+ 574 557 EEEs RE 27

ended in failure. The fact that tens of thousands of the communist
prisoners of war rejected going back to their homeland was advance notice
of the fall of communism. The Soviet Union began to decline and finally
collapsed in 1991. North Korea has so far been as reluctant to reform and
embrace the open-door policy as the 'Hermit Kingdom' Choson. 1t is one of
the poorest countries in the world while it keeps up the regime of Kim 1
Sung’s dynasty based on the pseudo-philosophy called Juche.

During the three years of war there were many dramatic moments
including the American involvement, the Chinese entry, and the landing
operation at Inchon. All of these actions, from the aspect of military
doctrine, had shown the importance of the principle of surprise, one of the
most important principles of war.

The Korean War ended in a draw with no victors and no vanquished
However, it was the most traumatic disaster in Korean history resulting in
millions of people killed with the entire territory demolished After the war
there were no action of apology, pardon, reparation, and punishment of
war criminals, but a lasting regret in every corner of the country. The truce
agreement has yet to hbring about any peace treaty. The troops along the
38th parallel have not been reduced at all during the last half-century. For
many reasons the Korean war is called an unfinished war.

Nevertheless there is no desperation at all about the future of the
relationship between the South and the North. It is most desirable for both
governments to ceaselessly try to improve their relationship, apclogize to
each other, make an active interchange in a variety of areas, and most
importantly guarantee a mutual everlasting peace. Afterwards, when their
interests meet, we might expect the future of Korea to enter a new era of

unification instead of the present period of two separate countries.

Key Words : Korean War, Limited war, United Nations forces, Chinese amy,
United States policy




