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<ABSTRACT>

A Critical Survey of Source Materials regarding
the North Korean Conduct of the Korean War

Kim, Kwang-soo

This article aims to survey critically various source materials available re-
garding the North Korean conduct of the Korean War. By deoing so, it tries
to introduce possible researchers and readers to the subject which is im-
portant in reaching to a more fuller understanding of the war, but has long
been neglected due to the lack of reliable sources.

The first group of source materials in review are North Korean official
war histories and other related publications, which have long been sus-
pected as not being genuine history of the war by outside researchers be-
cause of characteristic propaganda nature in those books, but remains as
the only systematic works to be consulted with critical source analysis by
researchers in furthering their study of the subject matter.

The second group of source materials dealt with in this article are vari-
ous:{1) captured North Korean military documents during the war, which
are held in US NARA, and give researchers access to inner warking of the
North Korean Armed Farces during the war, (2) Collected works of Kim 1l
Sung, which are indispensible in studying the wartime high level deci-
sion-making of North Korean war machines, (3) Russian, Chinese and
North Korean archive materials as well as testimonies of those who partic-
ipate in the war as war leaders, politicians, military advisors, officers, and

civilian party-government workers., This group of evidence provide re-



searchers with possibility of verifying the authenticity of facts in North
Korean official war histories and enable them to have access to new histor-
ical facts that have not appear in North Korean official histories.

As conclusion, the article suggests a cross-examination of multi-national
source materials in re-establishing historical facts regarding alliance rela-
tionship among top leaders of North Korea, China, and Soviet Union, stra-
tegical decision making, planing and conduct of military operations by
North Korean People’s Army, and mobilization of wartime economy by North

Korean government during the war.

Key Words : Korean War, North Korea, People’'s Army, Captured North Korean
Documents, Razuvaev




