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2) Harry S, Truman, Memoirs, Vol. HO(New York:Signet Books, 1%5);Dean
Acheson, Present at the Creation New York :Norton, 1969) ; Louis J. Halle, The
Cold War as History New York : Harper & Row, 1967) 5 $%<& n=E53 AA
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3) U. S State Department, Foreign Relations of the United States, 1950, Vol. WI:
Korea (Washington, D.C : Government Printing Office, 1976).

4) U. S. Senate, Military Situations in the Far East, pt. 1, 8nd Congress, Ist
Session, 1951 (Washington, D.C : Government Printing Office, 1951).
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5) Beverly Smith, “The White House Story:Why We Went to War in Korea,”
Saturday Evening Post, November 10, 1951 ; Memorandum for Truman, June 18,
1951, box 76, Elsey Papers, Harry S. Truman Library.

6) L F. Stone, The Hidden History o the Korean War, 1950-1951(Boston : Little,
Brown, 1983).
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8) Frank Baldwin, “Introduction,” Without Parallel, Frank Baldwin, ed.(New York:
Pantheon, 1974), pp. 8-9.
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0) Kathryn Weathersby, “New Findigns on the Korean War,” Cold War International
History Project Bulletin (0]3} CWIHP Bulletin® 2 ¢F4), No. 3(Spring 1993), pp,
1, 14-18.

1) dexHle] 625314 #d =EEL o3 7). Kathryn Weathersby, “The Soviet
Role in the Early Phase of the Korean War:New Documentary Evidence”
Journal of American-East Asian Relations, Vol. 2, No. 4(Winter 1993), pp.
425458 ; “Soviet Aims in Korea and the Origins of the Karean War, 1945-1950:
New Evidence from Russian Archives,” CWIHP Working Paper No. 8 Woodrow
Wilson Center 1993; “To Attack, or Not to Attack? Stalin, Kim II Sung, and the
Prelude to War,” CWIHP Bulletin, No. 5(Spring 19%), pp. 1-9; “New Russian
Document on the Korean War,” CWIHP Bulletin, Nos. 6-7(Winter 1995/1996), pp
30-84.
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12) Chen Jian, “China’s Road to the Korean War,” CWIHP Bulletin, Nos. 6-7, pp.
41-53.

13) Alexandre Y. Mansourov, “Stalin, Mao, Kim, and China's Decision to Enter the
Korean War, Sept. 16-Oct. 15, 1950:New Evidence from the Russian Archives,”
CWIHP Bulletin, Nos. 6-7, pp. 94-121.

14) WAF, ‘=g SBFAEA AAQ)", TobrolEe, A1A1R06) ;s B, 65
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18) “Notes on Meeting in Secretary’s Office on MacArthur Testimony,” May 16, 1951,
box 63, Papers of Dean Acheson, HSTL.

19) Intelligence Estimate by Office of Intelligence Research, June 25, 1950, FRUS,
1950, Vol. VI, pp. 1483-154.
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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on Research Trend on the Korean War in
the United States

Kim, Young-ho

This article is designed to analyze the recent scholarship and findings on
the Korean War in the United States. Three distinct periods is to be
identified in the study of the Korean War in the United States. Common
issue areas in three period will be selected and discussed in detail.

The first period began just after the outbreak of the war and continued
untll a revisionist trend appeared in the end of 1970s. The debate on the
war revolved around the memoirs and articles of the officials directly
involved in the decision to go to the war in Korea. The US government
declassified the documents on the war after the 25 years passed after the
outbreak of the war. The important official documents on the war was
published in The Foreign Relations of the United States in 1976. Before its
publication the US government made secret information on the war open to
the public during the MacArthur hearings. It is unusual that the secrets
documents on the ongoing war were made available to the public. During
the same period 1. F. Stone published the Hidden History of the Korean War
and received public attention despite the fact that the book had a
conspiratorial tone. The book was translated in Japanese and contributed to
the emergence of a revisionist tendency in the Japanese academic circle and
the public.

The second period began with the anti-Vietnam War demonstrations in
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the universitite in the United States. The movement against the Vietnam
War was critical of official US foreign policies and traditional interpretations
of the Cold War ad the Karean War. The revisionist interpretation on the
Korean War was followed by revisionism in the study of the Cold War, With
the emergence of the revisionist trend foreign policies of the regions in
which the United States was involved were severely criticized US
involvement in the Korean War was also criticized Revisionism finds the
origins of the Cold War in the defects of the capitalist system. The Cold
War began when the US government pursued an expansionist policy to find
new markets as part of overcoming the crisis of capitalism after the Second
World War. The Soviet Union was an incomplete superpower and weaker
than the United States in terms of military and economic powers. Despite
Soviet weakness the United States exaggerated Soviet threat and presented
a distorted view of Communist monolith under the Soviet central control.

The third period began with the opening of the archives of former
Communist countries at the end of the Cold War. The US academic circle
and research foundations made great efforts to obtain and translate these
documents and to facilitate the opening of closed archives. The Cold War
International History Project was launched in 1991 with financial support of
the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. The project began to
publish Cold War International History Project Bulletin. Until recently the
Bulletin was published fifteen times. The 47 Cold War International History
Working Papers were published until recently, With the opening of Soviet
archives Chinese documents on the war were made available to the public.
The debate on the discrepancy between Soviet and Chinese materials on the
Korean War decision contributed to shedding new light on the process of
involvement of the two countries in the war. The new scholarship involves
a study using captured documents of North Kore at the National Archives of
the United States. These trends mean the true beginning of multi-national

archival research.
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The themes of this paper involves the causes of the war which has
constituted the most controversial topin in the study of the war. The new
documents show that the invasion was the result of the pre-planned
conspiracy among the three communist countries. Yet the debate continues
on who played the dominant role in the decision and what kind of strategic
interests Stalin  pursued in the decision to support the North Korean
invasion. American scholarship focuses on the reasons for Chinese
intervention. The study on the influence of the Korean War on the
development of the Cold War in Northeast Asia is much to be desired
despite the important of the subject. After analyzing the subject mentioned
above the article concludes by providing some research agenda for the
future study of the Koeran War.
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