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)
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<ABSTRACT>

Trends of the Korean War Study in Russia

Lee, Jae-hoon

During the Korean War, many newspaper articles and papers were
published on the War. Many books and booklets were also written. The
themes of these publications were criticism of the United States and South
Korea, military strategies, and heroism and sacrifice of the North Koreans.
Among the publications 1945-1951 US Imperialist Invasions of Chosun by
Krachov stands out and served as a model for the subsequently written
books on the Korean War.

These articles and papers on the Korean War did not mention the role of
the USSR hbecause the Soviet leadership denied there involvement to the
War. The first person to break the silence was Kapicha. In his publication
he wrote that the USSR provided weapons, bullets, transportation, fuel,
food and medicine to the Chinese army and Soviet military consultants to
North Korea.

From the 1960’s the Soviet Academy of Science Eastern Studies published
memoirs and collections of papers dealing with many aspects of the Soviet
assistance to North Korea during the War. The most interisting paper is by
Robov, who wrote concerning the Soviet Union pilots.

The last book written in the tradition of the Soviet official interpretation
is The Soviet Union and Chosun. this book described military operations of
the War, the Soviet Union's military, economic and cultural assistance A
(?) North Korea, friendly relationship between the Ussr and North Korea,
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efc.

Late 1980's and early 1990's saw new trends in Korean War study. The
collapse of the Soviet Union and the Communist Party were behind this
change. It meant fewer ideclogical limitations and more liberal censorship.
Diversity of opinions was permitted. During this time the Soviet Union was
cool towards North Korea and even regarded it a foe. Recently more
balanced view of two Koreas is being attempted. Formerly closed Russian
archives became accessible and helped fuel new trends.

There are several positions discernable in the Korean study. The first
position holds that North Korea invaded South Korea. Many journalists,
experts of international affairs, some soldiers and eyewitnesses of the War
belong to this group.

The second position is a traditional one. A book Koreq: division, war,
and unification is representative of this position. In this book United States
and South Korea are blamed for starting the War.

The third position is that the War was outcome of the divided Korea and
Cold War system. This group points out that who started the War is not
important because both sides were preparing it.

Recently Russian scholars of the Korean War have been focusing on
Soviet Union’s policies toward Korea and specific actions taken by it before

and during the War. Presently accessible archives provide motivation.

Key Words : Korean War, Russia, Trends of study, Archives, Russian materials




