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<ABSTRACT>

The Research Trend in Japan on the Korean War

Lee, Jong-pan

This paper is aimed to investigate Japanese research trends concerning
the Korean War, Japan was defeated in the war in the Pacific, was put
under the allied forces. During the early policy stage toward Japan, the
General Headquarters(GHQ) of the Allies had took three D policies -
democratization, demilitarization, decentralization, so Japan could not bring
on war.

The Korean War gave an enormous influence upon defeated Japan.
Accordingly, there are various research products. The concerns about these
have been very high according to a series of periods: the outhreak of the
Korean War, the armistice 30th anniversary, the truce 40th anniversary, the
truce B0th anniversary and so on. The responsibility for commencement of
war was divided into four causes: the preemptive attack of North Korea,
the tri-partite conspiration(fUSSR, PRC and North Korea), the preemptive
attack of South Korea, the bi-partite conspiration(USA and South Korea).

Before the documents comnected with the Korean War were thrown open
to the public, Japanese progressive scholars translated propaganda records
of North Korea & the Communist bloc and anti-government activity papers
within the USA. And they proposed that the bipartite conspiration(USA and
South Korea) got influential much more.

Together with the end to a cold war, some secret documents of USSR
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and PRC being disclosed, this research trend became dwindling away.

The relationship between North Korea and Japan seems more and more
dangerous. The reasons are as follows :the test-firing of a missile of North
Korea, the gunfight bhetween North Korea and Japan because of the
invasion of North Korea's operation ship into Japanese territorial waters,
the kidnapping problem of Japanese by North Korea, the nuclear
development of North Korea and the like, On that account, Japan has
concerns for “His Self Defense”. And Japanese would like to take historic
lessons in the Korean War.,

The main points of this article is to discover who has studied the Korean
War and why to do so in Japan. The subject of this study might be
research trends of progressive scholars before and after the revelation of
important documents concerning the Korean War of Self Defense Forces'
educational institutions, three Japanese Universities(including Tokyo Univer-
sity), and the Communist orbit.

Finally, the problems of the Korean Peninsula originated from the Korean
War, which has influenced the power structure of the northeast Asia and
Japanese directions after the defeat of the Pacific War. So, the nations
concerned put toward the necessity of joint researches on the Korean War,

Studies on the Korean War history has been making progress with the
disclosure of secret documents of the nations concerned. Especially, the
opening of USSR’s documents has been conducive to researchers, As data of
the Communist bloc is open to the public, the revisionist theories(the
preemptive attack of South Korea, the USA’s conspiration or the bipartite
conspiration of the USA and South Korea) within Japan are diminishing
more and more. However, the progressive party or the progressive press
suggested the collective responsibility of the Communist orbit and the USA,
that is to say, the illegitimacy of UN forces established in the period of the
Korea War. They are used to study these data for the anti-American
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movement. Considering these environments, we must cope with such research
trends through the well-balanced researches.

Key Words: The Korean War, The UN forces, Policy toward Japan, Peace
treaty, Self Defense Forces




