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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on Dokdo Issues in the Korea—Japan Relations

Kim, Byung-ryull

Dokdo 1s an administrative part of Ulleungdo, which is a peculiar
territory to Korea under its peaceful control since A.D. 512, On the other hand,
Japan alleges her dominion on Dokdo based on the ‘Eunjushichunghabki’
historically. And she says that she strengthened the definite title of
international law, by the action being the island to be under the
jurisdiction of Shimane Prefecture, She asserts that she has superiority over
Dokdo by Odami and Murakawa's fishing around the island in 17th century.
Furthermore after 1945 the Supreme Command of Allied Powers recognized
the Japan's claim to Dokdo.

However, many Kaorean scholars objected to Japan's claim for Dokdo.
And furthermore, some Japanese conscientious scholars, such as Yamabe
Kentaro, Kajimura Hideki, Hori Kazuo, Naito Seichu. refuted that Japanese
Government's claim to Dokdo was wrong. According to these scholars, Japan
investigated the area which was applicable to the imperial constitution
when she enacted the constitution, after then ‘Jegukpando' the name of the
report was drew up. They said that It was wrong that Dokdo was Japan's
peculiar territory, because it was not found in ‘Jegukpando’. And Dokdo
was restituted definitely when Ulleungdo was restituted.

The fact of giving back Ulleungdo means the return of Dokdo can be
judged by the recognition of Dokdo as an adjacent part of Ulleungdo, and It
makes sure Dokdo was restituted by the action of Ahn Yong-bok. In addition
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the ‘Unjushichunghapki’ gives stronger proof that the territorial boundary of
Japan is restricted within Oki Island. Especially Professor Naito Seichu said
that it was a shame to claim Japan's title by using the passport to
Ulleungdo in 17th century, because it was a kind of thief using the Joseon’s
Island Vacancy Policy’ which was made because of Japan's pirates. They
said the occupation of 1906 was a process to effectuate the Russo-Japanese
war and cleary illegal knowing that it was a territory administrated by the
Joseon Government, and Japan made a situation impossible to protest.

When we say about to the Fishery Agreement between Korea and Japan,
some scholars say the status of Dokdo has been damaged, but other
scholars say that agreement has no effect on the status of Dokdo. Until
now the Korean government stated that there was not any problem on the
status of Dokdo. But it can not be denied that sudden set-ups of the
surroundings of Dokdo as a Mediate Fishery Zone plays a role as a show of
the conflict on the possession of Dokdo.

Korea and Japan are standing face to face due to the falsified history in
the public texthooks of Japan and the possession of Dokdo. The reason of
the opposition Korea has in mind is that Japan does not reflect on their
mistakes and invasion of the past, however on the other hand Japan
thinks that the Leftism of the Government of Korea, Anti-Japanese,
Pro-Chinese, Pro-North Korea is the reason of this conflict. So this
difference of understanding makes a huge gap between the two countries.
Therefore, it will be most desirable for Japan to give in Dokdo, but in
reality it will be impossible because it is so many sensitive issue. So 1
think it is better not to irrtate each other and focus on cooperative

relationship for mutual benefit and prosperity.
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